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CORRESPONDENCE

All correspondence to any committee member of TTTG should be addressed to:-

The SecretarY TTTG
Mr Paul Gregson
17 Adamson Avenue
Dundas NSW 2117

contributions for. the newsletter should be lorwarded to the above address and endorsed

'Attention Editof.

Correspondenceregardingmembershiporpaymentofleesshouldbeendorsed.Attention
Treasurer-.

Co-operation with tnls one address policy will greatly simplify all correspondence'

].9TH CENIrURY SCIENT:rFIC TNSSRTIUEIflT I,ECTT]RE

On August 31, at 7 for 7 .3O p.m. , tlere will be a lecture and
tour of tne liacleay l{useum at Sydney University.

Julian HoILand, Curator of Scientif ic Instnrnents , Y111
present a lectuie, slid.es and discussion on Lgttr c. scientific
instrument makers and retailers in NSW' followed by a gUided
tour of tb.e museurn and suPPer -

The museum is in Gosper Lane, off Science Road, near ttre
Footbridge Theatre. It is suggested you park in Arundel
Street.

Cost wilL be $5. P}ease bring along any 19th c. Australian
ueasr:ring instrrrments or meters for discussion.
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THE TRADE TOOI,S GROUP INC.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETTNG ----19:8.93

VOTING PROCEDTJRE:

ALl existlng offLce bearers and members presently on the full
commlttee ri1 stand do*rn and all posltions will become vacant'
The Public Offfcer wil-1 take over and call for nominations for
President, who rt"n "r."ted.wilL 

then call- for and oversee the
remainder of the elecLion. 'No provision has been made for
postal votlng.

The following comprises the existing comrniEtee and each personfs

function within the grouP:

Terry Burcher
Paul Gregson
Ray GurneY
Bob Crosbie

Nine members presently on a sub-commitEee or have a nominated

role:

President
. Secretari

Treasurer
Editor

Asst. Editor PrinLing
Asst. Editor News Items
Asst. Edltor Distribution

and co-ordinator
Research
Conservation
Librarian
PubLic Officei

.. 
'Caterlng

. Progranme Organiser

ToLal: 13 Positions

',s .A11 GrouP members maY attend

Ian Goldsmith
Mike l{illiams

Henry Black
Ralph Hawkins
Richard lleston
Syd Bailey
Fred Murrell
Mario Dato
llaurice Brown

a committee meeting if theY wish'



PRESIDENT'S REPORT

I would like to address myself to all our country, interstiate and local members who do not
attend our regular meetings

I know most of you by name for it has been my job for nearly every issue of the
newsletter, to address the envelopes, insert the newsletter and pop the lot into the post
box. But, not actually having met most of you, and as this may well be my last President's
Report (Election next meeting), I would like to talk to you about your feelings for your tool
club.

We get a lot of feedback at our meeting - most members are very vocal about how things
are run and we must be doing something right for it's generally agreed that we - that is the
executive committee - are doing a reasonably good job.

However, as I said before, this is directed to you and we would like to hear your comments
or criticisms on anything with regard tc the tool grnup but mainly the ner.rsletter as it is our
only direct contact.

Also, I have been instructed by the committee to mention that this will be the l€tst
newsletter to be sent to those whose annual subscription has not yet been received. We
must have the subscriptions to produce this newsletter and the only way you're going to
keep receiving it, is to keep being financial! So, if you haven't already done so, I trust you
will now drop a cheque in the post to: The Hon. Treasurer, Ray Gurney, 39 Styles Street,
Leichhardt NSW 2040 and we'll all be happy - and please drop a line with your cheque to
give us your views.

I hope some day we'll have the pleasure of meeting.

Terry Butcher

PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL 'THANK YOU'

On Monday 21 June at the National Trust Centre, Reg Eaton delivered an outstanding
presentation of the Ultimatum Brace and a history of Sheffield tools.

We had a very big turnout for this event and, I believe, everyone really enjoyed the
evening.

I'm sorry that I spilled the wine all over Fleg - tliat being the second time in a week t've
done that. I really didn't mean to make a splash quite so literally.

I must add that we were grateful that he donated a copy of his book, The Ultimate Brace,
as the door prize, which incidentally was won by Mario Dato who does a sterling job at
each meeting organising the supper. Congratulations Mario! TTTG donated two copies of
Trevor Semmens' book, The Australian Plane Makers for second and third door prizes -
much valued by the winners.

Don't forget Reg Eaton has opened his shop at the Flinders Antique Centre, Flinders
Street, Surry Hills with a lot of fine tools.

Adze. Stripping, Adze,'frackmen's Spiklng

f,
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Edltor's Notes Bob Crosble

ln some respects, I am something of a slow learner. This does not overly concern me as
once I master something I tend to become reasonably competent. I suppose this has been
the case with this newsletter. Now I seem to have the hang of things. As a result in this
issue I am tidying up the general format. Hopefully the quality should soon improve. lt
would help if I got some feedback from readers. So if you have any complaints please let
me know.

My situation is probably typical of the group in general. The Committee has now probably
got on top of things. This is possibly a turning point for TTTG. The year ahead should be a
time of consolidation.

As to the newsletter it should continue to improve. ln some ways I would be happy to step
down as editor. Don't misunderstand this as it merely means I would like to think someone
better equipped is waiting on the wings. Ultimately this will happen and it will be a healthy
situation for our group.

Of course if someone does replace me I will offer my successor every assistiance and
advice. This is a round about way to say I will be standing for re-election. ln some ways I

am tempted to stand for a more visible office but I think its best if I stick with the
newsletter.

Reg Eaton's lecture was a great success and all in all things look promising for TTTG.
Hope everyone enjoyed the W\n/W Show and Henry's Tool Sale.

Thanks for all the support over the past year. Especially to the members of the Newsletter
Committee.

TREASITRER'S REPORT Ray Gut:rrey

6-Brnl, Casi, CC Accounts
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TTTG lnc.

Acq. No.l

DONATIONS

Plough Plane
Beech. brass capped stems. Fence riveted brass
depth stop with side screw.
plain skate, brass strip with three iron screws.
Floutledge

Late
Thompson
423 Bull Street
Birmingham
Owner stamp: J W Brown (4)

1 Toe,2 heel, 1 side
lron. Mathieson Glasgow. No.S.

Received by Paul Gregson. 8 June 1993
Donated by G. Beard.
Condition: Poor.

thumb screw

Acq. No.2 & 3 2 Forged Pitchfork Heads. (3 prong)

Received by Paul Gregson. April 1993.
Donated by Bruce Midgley.
Condition: Average to fair

Acq. No.4 Adze Head.

. Sorby Sheffield.

Received by Paul Gregson. April 1993
Donated by Bruce Midgley.
Condition: Poor, heavy rusting.

Forged Head (Adze Like)
Purpose unknown.

Received by Paul Gregson. April 1993
Donated by Bruce Midgley.
Condition: Poor

Sickle
J Tyzack & Son
Sheffield
England
3. Jester Trademark
Beech Handle (worm damage)

Donated by Bob Crosbie. 10 June 1993.
Condition: Average

Acq. No.S

Acq. No.6



CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

TTTG has received a number of donations during its first year. With our incorporation it is
now essential to record these acquisitions and to develop an acquisition poliry. The
complication is the absence of a 'permanent" home for these artefacts. At present TTTG
property is stored on the premises of various members. This situation will have to be
resolved in the coming year. An ongoing listing of these acquisitions will be published in
each issue of this newsletter.

The conservation committee has, as a consequence of this situation, decided to advise a
minimal intervention policy. At this stage no attempt will be made to conserve TTTG
property beyond the essential necessary to prevent further deterioration, that is packing it
in dry boxes.

This committee has some recommendations for members who have old tools. These
findings are based on sound traditional methods and materials and are reversible.

To clean wooden obiects:
Warm water mixed with pure soap. Use a coarse cloth to clean, dry object with clean soft
cloth. Do not use: meths, paint stripper, caustic soda.

To remove rust:
Use kero as a lubricant with emery cloth or steel wool. Remove surface rust only.

Adhesives: Wood
Hide Glue. Do not use PVA, epoxy, Urea etc.

Metal Reoairs:
Silver Solder, replacement parts should duplicate original, do not "invent". Search for
similar item, patent etc.

Finish:
Micro crystalline wax. Do not use Linseed Oil, "Plastic'finishes, ln selected cases Tung Oil
may be acceptable.

The above refers to tools to be placed in a "collection". Gurrent museum practice is to do
nothing but prevent deterioration. Members may wish to use old tools. ln this case they are
similar to old cars, total restoration is most owners ambition. We believe tools are made to
be used and the user should maintain them.

COMING EVENTS:

ln the coming year TTTG plans to diversify its activity., lf all goes to plan further topics to
be discussed at our meetings will includei

' Pattern Making
' Foundry Practice
' lron, wrought and cast and Steel, mild and carbon

Specialist woodworking tools

ln this newsletter further articles will concentrate on woodworking and metal working tools,
and cralt history, and ol course the exact composition of each issue will be determined by
the unsolicited items sent in by members. So put pen to paper, the deadline for articles is:
one month before each oeneral meetino

Either mail your article to the Secretary or
Editor.

attend

#
a Committee Meeting and give it to the



BEG EATON'S TALK . "ULTIMATUM BRACE''
(Monday 2116193 at the Annle Wyatt Room, Natlonal Trust Centre)

On behalf of those who attended the meeting and myself, I would like to express our
sincere thanks to Reg and his wife who went to so much trouble at the meeting.

Reg brought along some slides and sample braces and proceeded to enlighten us with the
whys and wherefores of the Ultimatum Brace.

Having no previous knowledge or contact with the brace t was fascinated to leam that
these beautiful pieces of work were only made for about 50 years. The true Ultimatum
Brace being only that made by Williams Marples the many other brands which appear to
be Ultimatums are mere 'look alikes'.

Reg proceeded to explain the origin of the brace, its original patent in 1848 by Cartwright
and the sale to William Marples in 1849. Various configuration were available, with the
handles of black buffalo horn, ebony. beechvrocd or rosewocd. Some had decorative rings
in the head, sometimes made of boxwood or ivory.

It was quickly apparent to me that anyone contemplating buying a brace would need to
know what they were buying before parting with hard earned cash. Consulting Reg Eaton's
book beforehand would help enormously.

The book shows in very good close-up photographs (most taken by Reg) all the
identification marks found to date, of which there are many variations. There are also many
old signs and advertising plates relating to toolmakers, merchants and suppliers. Photos of
a large number of bits are included.

Reg's book is the result of a huge amount of research and I was interested to learn that
since publication of his book, he had found several braces with spring and piunger actions
in the chuck, there seems no end to his discovery process.

Braces were made by purchasing the component parts from local specialised tradesmen,
blacksmiths for the steel handle pin, the brass founder for the frame, the metal turner for
the chuck and head flanges and so on. These parts were assembled by William Marples
and the result was the Ultimatum Brace.

Therefore one can imagine it was easy for other potential manufacturers to purchase the
same component parts and set up in opposition to William Marples. This was done by
many manufacturers once the patent had expired, hence the huge variety of makers and
merchants names appearing on old metallic framed braces.

So, before we get too enthusiastic about purchasing metallic framed braces, remember,
the true Ultimatum brace was only made by William Marples.

Maurice Brown

'Yankee' Ship Adze Adze, Brazil



METAL INFILL PLANES
Bob Crosble

For precise working and quality of finish only a scraper can surpass an English pattem
wood infill plane. These planes can also perform tasks beyond the scope of the scraper.
Consider for instance the wood infill rebate or shoulder plane.

What is a wood infill plane? Put simply it is a metal casing filled with a wood core. The
metal can be either fabricated from plate or cast. Planes made from plate stock are of
wrought iron, mild steel, brass or gun metal. Planes made from castings are cast iron,
malleable cast iron, brass or gun metal. Fabricated planes are usually made by dovetailing
the plates together and penning the joints. This results in a box which cannot be taken
apart.

Whether dovetailed or cast the metal box usually cannot support the 'iron'by itself. This is
achieved by a wooden infill or cove. The blade or iron is retained in place either by a
wedge or by a pivoted lever cap. Several mechanicai cievices are used to achieve this
holding function. They include keeper bars, pivoted bars, pivots and "lugs' cast into the
body.

These planes achieve a quality finish by virtue of their rigidity. There is no lost motion to
generate vibration and hence blade movement. Hard woods, cross grain, interlocked grain,
variable grain direction can all be finished to near perfection with gold leaf thin shavings.
End grain can be finished with glass like smoothness.

These planes are rightly valued by users and collected by those who appreciate beauty of
design and workmanship. The timbers used to fill these planes are commonly: mahogany,
walnut, rosewood and ebony

Such planes.should be treated with respect. Do not over restore. The patination of age
should be retained. However these artefacts should be retumed to full working order. After
all they were made for and used by the best artisans who knew how to use and maintain
such mechanical marvels.

Restoration should be entrusted only to tradesmen skilled in conserving old artefacts. lt is
not a wire brush and wax job. Because of the inherent quality most of these planes can be
repaired and deserve expert attention.

PAUL GREGSON'S "WHAT'S IT FOR"

Pincers
Does anyone know the reason for the ball on a pair of pincers? ls it decoration or does it
have a function?

Adze, Spout (Guttering Adzn) Adze, Trackmen's Spiking

/*



BOOK REVIEW

AUSTRALIAN PLANEMAKERS by Trevor D. Semmens, April 1993, 54 pages, SYzx 11,
softbound. (send a $10 USA bill by airmail to the author at 19 Loinah Road, Montagu Bay,
Tasmania 701 8, Australia).

The author summarizes briefly twenty-one known makers of 'down under" planes made in

the States of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania. These were
principally made after 1945 to the present date. While there are several photocopy
illustrations of trade marks of these makers, there are only a few of their planes. However,
there are seventeen detailed line drawings from Australian Patents and six from Registered
Designs. A few of these are from applications for patents still pending. Among these are
one from Stockholm, Sweden; two from Alexander Mathieson and Sons, Glasgow,
Scotland; another from unknown location in England; another from unknown location in
Great Britain; one from Wakefield, England; one from Zeetermeer & Ermelo, Netherlands
and the remainder from various locations in Australia. These activities indicate a high
degree in potential market for planes among both foreign and domestic interests. There
are line drawings of six Registered Designs, including one from the renown Sheffield,
England firm of C. & J. Hampton. An Appendix illustrates and lists planes and parts thereof
planes by Falcon. of Adelaide and the Turner line, until 1970 when this firm was bought out
by the Stanley Works. Previous to 1945 most of the carpenter and joiner tools were
supplied by importing from firms in England or United States. However the Turner firm and
its successor, The Stanley Works have since exported quantities of planes, particularly to
Latin America.

This reviewer had the pleasure of visiting Australia twice within the last two years and has
lectured before five enthusiastic tool collector groups. While.visiting at Melbourne, Victoria,
Frank Ham, Secretary of the Tool Preservation Society, presented me with a Stanley No.3
plane in an original box. The printed label stated: "Stanley No.3 Made in Australia. Stanley
Titan Pty Hobart, Tasmania. Licensee of the Stanley Works, USA". Cast on the bed was
"BAILEY No.3 Made in Australia" and on the lever cap "STANLEY".

Trevor Semmens' book should provide interesting insights to collectors of an otherwise
virtual unknown source of planes. Serious collectors and rykenologists should welcome this
study.

London Pattern with ctaw

Scotch Pattern

Arazil Ad.c

Adze, Canoe Howel.

li
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GOD WILLING &
.'-AJot to mentton'

MID JUNE

WEATHER PERMITTING

tle Custons Serutcel
I hope to be at tle

Items include a magnificent inlaid tool
chest, Ultamatum braces in ebony & beech,

others by Robt Marples, Sorby, Turner,
Plated braces by Cooper, Marples, Flather,

Moulson, Fenton & Marsden etc. 50 metal
planes by Norris, Spiers, Mathieson,

Preston, Sargent, Record & Stanley, also

other mitre, chariot, bullnose, shoulder &

rebate planes.'30 plough, sash fillister &
side fillister planes, 18th cent. moulding &
plough planes, several hundred carving
tools, bevel-edge chisels, ebony & brass

Preston tools include
spi.rit levels i.n ebonY &'
boxwood, shoves of otl
ki.nds, trommels, plumb
bobs, sosh filti,sters,
routers, rulers, gouges
etc

\O/, )i"t-^t/tr o-OQ-
{I{,Corcnl'aa

mortice gauges, bevels & squares

FURTHER INFO PHONE FLINDERS ST ANTIQUE CENTRE 02 332 3000

THE TOOL REPATR CO.

THORNLEIGH N.S.W.

Specialising in Woodworking Tools & Equipment

All aspects of restoracion unciertaken with aged tirnber
especially catered for on

Wood Planes, Wood fnfill Planes, Braces and iiandled

lr'E BUY WHoLE,
INCOMPLETE AND PARTS

surfaces

Tools

T.iE SELI

Phone: Paul Gregson Robert
Lcd. Second Hand Dealer
(o2) 87s 4790

14 Railway Parade
TT{ORI{LEIGH N.S.W. 2L2O

Crosbi

/'a



TEL: (02) 326 13le FAX: (021 326 1319

OLD WOOD WORKING TOOLS

JOLYON WARWICK JAMES

SHOP 36 ANTIQUE CENTRE
531 SOUTH DOWLING ST

SURRY HILLS
SYDNEY 2O1O

M-ARPLES ULTIMATUM
STANLEY, RARITIES,

SPIERS. NORRIS
ODDITIES, ETC.

Woodies Books-

woodles Books. supplters ol the Finest woodrrorklr,g BjilK availablo. send sell'adclressod stamp€d

o,rs;ss siza envetoii or tggz catatogue.2l Monylands Hoad. Merrylancls. 637 2932

Tools of Trade.

Catalogue reprinrs.aqd.ggoks on many aspects ol worklng ln wood and using and collocting tools.

Write lor a lree.ircoklist'io: -

John & Priscilla McDonald
Tools ol Trade
PO Box 13. DullY ACT 2611

Phone (06) 2886142

5% discount on books lor TfiG members.

We cunenlly have ln slock severalol Ken Roberts books,lnCbding:
Some 19th Century English Woodrvorkim Tools .

Scottish & Engllsh Metal Planes
Tools lor The Trades & Gralts

(TrTG menber Prices, Plus Postage)

ll you are in Canberra, please ring to anange an alter-hlsiness-houn visL. !o see our private

co[lection, and the tools and books we.have lor sale. You and your lamily will be most welcome,

John loves to talk about old tools, so allow plenty ol tlmo when you comel

WANTEO TO BUY: interestlng and well marked tools made by Alexander Mathieson, especially with

lrade labels lnlact, and any litoraturo rolating lo lhls lirm.

$57.00
s19.95 ,

s34.20

le



>> KIRSCHEN<< NMO GHERRil

Fine Woodwo nk ers' Tooli
becatlseinrhelongrutallthatcounlsis.quality

Recognised, for more than 130 years, as Europe's leading manufacturer of "'
t Specialised Plane Irons (in both High Carbon Alloy and High Speed Steels)

*ChiselBlades:Joinery'Turning'Carving(eachlndivlduallyHond-Forged)
* Bench Hardware - Draw Knives - Woodworking Accessories etc.

KIRSCHEN CTwo Cherries) Tools are

through SIEPER & Co. ' Strathfield

now available to Trade Tool Group Members

Phone (02) 7&.2633 Fax: (02] 746'2386

SYDNEY SECONDHAND MARKET

Specialists in Secondhand Tools
Machinery, Ladders, Wheelbanows

HUGE RANGE

New Stock arrives DailY

: Cash paid lor your tools, ladders, wheelbanows, machinery :

Trading: Monday - FridaY 8am - 5Pm
Saturday moming 8am - 1znoon

Entrance via THE LADDER SHOP, 709 Canterbury Road, Belmore, Phone 787-2587

CLASS IFlED ADVERTISEMENTS

FOR SALE: Spare parts for StanleY Planes.
frogs, screws, blades etc.

Eddy. 684 2327 a.h.

Stanley No.3C.
Any condition, complete.

Eddy. 684 2327 a.h.

t&

WANTED:
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Sclections fr'<>m tlrc Clrronicle ..... ..S:11.
DicEionary ot' American llond 'l'ools ...556.
[,resl,on l9O9 ....S29.
Ant:ique f. CoI lecE,ibl e SE,atr Ley 'l'ools. Valuc eE,c. S30.
CollecElng Antique 'l'ools... ....S31.
Ncw Yorlr SLarte l'lanemakers. ...:.....S3q.
'fhe Ulti.maUe Brace ....S58.
Dicbiontrry of tloodworking 'l'ool.s. .. . .S59.
lJoodworking t)lanes ...$25.
SLanIey l'olcling Rules S25.
llri.tislr Pltrncnrarkcrs from 1700..... ..S39.
't'he l.Jorkbench tloolt ..:S52.
'l'he l.lheelwrighLs 'I'rade ....SfS-
'litols f'or l-tre 'l'r'aclcs & Craf'Ls.. .... -525.

CA''t'A L,C)(; L,.tr: lR l'l: P lt f N a'S -

No.246 SLanlcy llule & Lcvel Co LIt6'1. . . $ tq.
nro. 2ZO Sr;an tei, Itu le & Leve t Co LB'12 . . . S tO.
No.20l SE,anley Rule & Level Co. LB'14 ...;. ...Sf0.
No.239 SLanley Rule & Level Co lB'l'I . . . Sf O.

No.240 Suanley Rule & Lcvcl Co Ltt?{) . -.S10.
No.203 SLanley RuIe & Level Co llJ92 . . . Sf O'

Ncr.235 S[anley 'l'ools Dealers CaE 1939 Nol39 .....522'
No.243 L.s. Starrebu lB95 ' ' 'S15'
No.244. Olr[o'l'ooI Co l91O
No.245'fower & LYon Co l9O4 'Sf2'
No.2lB Flil.ters li'alls Co 1007 ....'SS'
No.229 l'lillers Falls Co l9l5 Sl0'
No.235 'l'hc llandymart's Bclok of 'lools 1905- .'Sf 3'
No.222 Hai., Lo use tJoodworking Tools 1882 . ..S7'
No. 223 Mechan ic's tltrnd 'I'ools I PcxEo I L927 . ' Sg '
No.226 lltrck Bros lt)9O
No.22'l Ttro Lufkin llule Co f BBO ...S9'
No.233 'l'he Sartclusky 'l'ool Co LB't't ..'"'Stl'
No. 231 C. C. SLeerrns & Co 1924 ' ' ' ' ' 56 '
No.230 Coodel l l)r;rt-L Co f 905 " " 'SA'
No. 232 'l'he Cirrcinnati. 'Iool Co 1923 ' ' ' 'Se '
No.234 C. E. Jenninss & Co f913 ' ' ' ' S2O'
No.23B Yankee 1'ool Box Nortlr Bros. f gOB ''' Sl0'
No.225 Jamos Swan l9lt 'Sl0'
No.224 D.ll.l.larton&ColB'/3 ...., 'SfO'

.*S-llAN f-,l:C\a I N S'I.'R LJ(]'I- f ON LVIAN (JAf-Ss
No.2f 5'
No.2l5 No.4li CombinaLion l)lane "'Sa'
No. 2t6 N<.r. 55 tJrtiverser.l PIane

I.'ULI, SIX PNCE DI.JSCRII'TIVTi I.IS'I' AVAIr,NNIE ON RSOUIJST

PosEage & Handlins Purchase $O To $30 = 55
S3f To $50 - S'/
S51 To St - 59

r On back order.
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