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OUR NEW POSTAL ADDRESS

The Secretary
T.T.T.G. lnc.
P.O. Elox 240
GROSVENOR PLACE
SYDNFY NSW 2OOO

NEff MEETTNG . TTIESDAY APML I 2T'H

AT THE ANNIE WTATT ROOM, IITATIOML TRUST CENTRE ORSERVATORY HTLL
COMMENCING AT 730 PM SHARP

PROGRAMME:

I. FRED MURREL'S " WOTS IT SESSION . PLEASE BRING SOME TOOLS.

2. DRAWING OF THE DOOR PRIZE

3. MAURICE BROWN WILL PRESENT INDUSTRIAL TOOMAKING SMES IN
SHEFFIELD (FOLLOWING A RECENT VISrr).

4. WE'LL CHECK AND EXAMINE THE CONTENTS OF AN OLD TRADESI\,TANS'

TOOLBOX (COMPLEIE)

5. SUPPER

6. MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO CHECK OUT;
A SID BAILEYS LIBRARYTABLE
B. OUR TOOL SWAP ITEMS (PLE.{SE BRING TOOLS FOR SALE)
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Programme Organiser's News

OUR I."{ST MEENNC (ruESDAY FEB. 8THJ FOLLOWED A HOT AT{D SNCIff DAY
AND REMAINED SO DURING THE EVENING, Ef,/EN SO WE HAD ATOTAT OF 34
MEMBERS AND GUESTS ATTEND THE MEENNG.

BOB CROSBIE SET THE BALL ROLLING WITH SOME'COLOURFUL' DESCRIMONS
AND USES OF ruE DFPt"dY OF CRAMPS At\tD CLAIVIPS, THANKS TO FRED

MURRELL, RAY GURNEY, PAUL GREGSON, BOB CROSBIE AND ONE OF TWO
OTHERS WE HAD A GREAT VARIETY. BOB WAS BACKED UP BYA MOST
WORT}TY AT{D KNOWLEDGEBLE.{SSISTAIIT, RAY GURNEY, TI{ANI(S RAY!

NEXT, RALPH HAWKINS STARRED IN OUR FIRST HOME VIDEO ABOUT TI{E
CONVICT ROAD NORTH OF WISEMAN'S FERRY, "STONEMASONRY BY FORCED
I-ABOUR DRAIUANCALLY DIFFERENT TO THAT OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER.

WE WERE PRMLEDGED INDEED TO HAVE GEORGE PROUDMAN NMASTER

STONEIvTASON: AffDRSS-q US TIIAT NIGHT. DESPITE A \1ERY RECENT ILLNESS HE
PROVED A MOST WORTHY AI{D INTERESNNG SPEAIGR AND I'M SURE LEFI'US
ALL WITH A MUCH GREATER APPRECIATION FOR GOOD STONEWORIC CEORGE
WAS NOT ONLYA I\,IASTER CRAFTSMAN BUTAT{ ACTN/E AND DEDICATED
ADVOCATE FOR PRESERVING OUR HERITAGE. PARTWAY THROUGH WE
PRESENTED HIS PROFESSIONALLY PRODUCED VIDEO ON THE RESTORANON OF
SYD N EY TECHNICAL COLLEGE"

MR. PROUDMAN WAS KINDLY TRAT.ISPORTED TO AND FROM THE MEETING BY
MIKE & JENT{Y WILLIAMS, STAYED FOR THE DURANON OF THE MEENNG AT{D
APPEARED MOST INTERESTED IN THE CLUB ACTMNES.

OUR DOOR PRTZE, A SET OF HIGHLY DESIRABLE COATED DRILL BITS, WAS.
TAIGN OUT BY FRED MURRELL, NOT ONLY IS FRED LUCKY AT THE MARKETS BUT
DRAW NCKETS TOO!

THEN HENRY BT.ACK ON PATTERNMAKING PRODUCED AN IMPRESSN/E TOOLBOX
FULL OF HIS WORKING TOOLS. DEMONSTRATED THEIR USE AI{D SHOWED US

MAI{Y D(AMPLES OF PATTERNS. SOME PATTERNS DISPI..AYED WERE FROM AI{
OLD CAROUSEL FROM TARONGAZOO I92O'S AND BELONG TO T.T.T.G.

WE SCHEDULED THE OPENING OF A NNTSTERY TOOLBOX, ^{S THIS WAS NOT
DONE TT WLL REMAIN A MYSTERY UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING.

MAURICE BRO\A/N
PROGRAMME ORGAT.IISER

BACK ISSUES TTTG NEWSLETTER

Any members who want to purchase back issues of our newsletter, or any member who

hai been promised a back issue of the newsletter, or any member who feels entitled to

receive a back issue of the newsletter is asked to contact the editor via the TTTG postal

address. Please provide details of your requirements and we will arrange to supply the

copies requested. The TTTG Committee apologies for any inconvenience members may

have received in this matter.



PRESIDENT'S REPORT

HOW IMPORTANT IS TTTG IN THE GRAND SCIIEME OF THINGS?

In a word VERY - let me explain

At ground level, as the general membership, we are able to share our knowledge
of both what we do and what we are largely interested in. And so we are able, individually,
to increase our experiencess and our knowledge.

But there is a much bigger prize at the end of the rainbow for all people in the
grand scheme, no matter how small each contribution, it will now be recorded for all time
and can be retrieved by those who seek further knowledge or wish to add to and expand
upon it.

Whereas in the past much knowledge that was shared among groups of people
was committed to memory only, by those who attended the group discussion, and rarely
found its way fo a permanent record, now, written matter passed on to the right source will
be electronically recorded and stored with other relevant material. These very words I have
written may become a permanent record! Not that there is much of importance here, but
elsewhere in this journal are matters most important and only time will tell how great or
useful they may be.

So, my friends, get on the band-waggon with your contributions to the
Newsletter and add your bit of history.

TERRY BUTCHER
President

NOTE: Copies of our Newsletter are now lodged with the State Library, the National
Library in Canberra and the National Trust.



EDITOR'S NOTES

Another Newsletter with too few classified Advertisements! Members advertisements are

free, no cost, nothing to rose. perhaps you may seil something or find that elusive item. so

why not use this free service?

our last meeting was very successful and the coming evening promises to be as good'

Keep encouraging Maurice Brown as he deserves priise for the effort he puts into each

g"n5rJ meetiig.- lf any one knows of a potential "speaker" don't hesitate to contact

Maurice.

The home video was well received and it occurs to me that some members may have

videos or photogr"pni" material suitable for general distribution to TTTG members' Why

not have a go and put that idea on film'

sid Bailey is getting the Library organised. The first books are out on loan' This service

should eventually become a great strength for TTTG. Any books you nO lOnger need can

be donated to TfTG's Library, of course Sid has the right of refusal'

The Comrnittee rrril! socn be coming.to grips with our donations..A.,cgmnutgr listing will be

avairabre so members can have the op[ohunity of becoming fuily informed about TTTG's

acquisitions.

The editor feels it would be a healthy situation if at the next general election a new TTTG

.Jiioi *", to ne etected. Anyone wiliing to stand for this.position would receive assistance

from the present editor. rf you 
"rr" 

int.r*ted in this position prease let the TTTG

Committee know or your intentions. The present editor will not nominate for this position at

the General Electionif someone else wishes to become editor'

ADVERTISING RATES

MEMBERS: Wanted or SwaP or For Sale
First issue free. Thereatler 20Q per word'

TRADER'S RATES: FiTSt PIACEMENT : FTEE

Second and subsequent advedisements

BLOCK ADVERTISEMENTS:
Half Page : $20 Per Placement
Ouarter Page : $15 Per Placement
Other : Pro rata

COMMERCIAL LINE ADVERTISEMENTS: 5OO PET WOTd

All artwork and/or Prime Position, subject to negotiation.



SAW NIBS AND TOOL TRADITIONS.
Mike Williams.

Around 1650, the nanrly developed process for rolling strip steel using water power
allowed the toolmakers in England and Holland to make wide bladed handsaws and
to be able to dispense with the tensioning frame which had characterised the
necessarily narrow bladed saws up to this time.
Small handsaws with narrower blades had previously been able to be made without
frames and alrnost without exception they had straight in-line handles like a knife or
else asimple pistol-grip handle.The early Dutchwide bladed handsaws continued this
tradition and presumably because the saw looked unbalanced with athin handle and
wide blade, they added a decorative element to the saw no€e to visually lighten the
blade and improve its aesthetic appeal. Presumably these new wide bladed saws
were considerably more expensive than their narrow bladed frarnesaw equivalents,
so the elaborate toe decordion was entirely in keeping with the "top of the range"
position which the new saws occupied.
By ihe end of the sevenieenth cen!.rry, the toe decori*ion was crften characterised try
stops, curls and elaborate piercing as shown in the sketch in fig 1.

The English sawmakers of this period had abandoned the knife handle or pistol-grip
approach when they moved to the wider blades and had adopted the wide flat sar
handle with which we are familiar today. This affered better control, was more
comfortable to use, allowed greater pressure to be brought to bear on the workpiece

Fig.1 Dnch handsw c.168

and provided a beter visual balance between blade and handle, obviating the

necessity for toe decoration.
ln 1689 William of Orange and his wife Mary ascended the throne of England

bringing with them an infi.rsion of Dutch craftsmen and styles-
OtO iraOitions die hard and ahhough the nqivcomers adopted the obviously superior
English-style saw handles, the new Dutch craftsrnen could not resist some minimal

toe decoration.
Over the next century, the secalled "golden age of furniture" encouraged the parallel
growth and standardisation of the woodworking tool industry. Smith's "Ket''of 1816

shows a panel saw of now very familiar form where toe decoration has shrunk to a
restrained vestigial nib. (fig 2) Perhaps this decordive fedure would have finally

,3
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Fig-2 ftom Snatr's "Key'' 1816.

shrunk to nothing last century had it not been for Henry Disston and the influence he

exerted on the giobal saw industry in the later hatf sf last century.

Disston was born in the U.K in lsig and leamt,the saw traCe with Spaf and

Jackson of Sheffield where he must have been very familiar with the decorative nib

on hand saiu blades. Emigrating to the U.S.A., he started to manufach]re his own

saws in 1840 and by 1855 hewas producing his own strip steel.

So efficient were his manufacturing rnethods that he rapidly captured the world

market and his saws became the product against which all others were judged- His

famous streamlined "skew-baclt' saw was introduced in 1874 but the company

continued to produce the ctassicalstraight-backed design completewith its historical

nib up to the early 1920s and this was slavishly copied by many sf its competitors.

To the best of myknowledge, no sarru manufacturer today produces a rnodelwhich

exhibits the stopped toe *ittr its litle nib and hence a tradition which had its origins

in the 16sos and r,estiges of which lasted for nearly 300 years has nonr faded into

history.

Disston's SPecial Elancl Saws'

Jesse Lane. polished Blaek llandle, rr-ith steel Plate, Four Scrervp. Set and sharpencd'

W'alnut flandle, with Steel Plate, Four Scrorvs' Set aud

Hg.S Tal Cdalque 1884



PERFECT VICES

Recently I saw two vices which I believe will be of general interest to TTTG members.
Both are quite old but while one has been superseded the other has become a "standard"
vice. One vice was invented by Parkinson. The first vice was brought by me because of its
condition. At first I thought it was a standard quick action fitter's vice. When I examined it I

first noticed the superior machining and then the words "Parkinson's Perfect Vice No.7" in
the casting. So lstarted to look up old tool catalogues. lfound the vice in Tyzack's 1908
catalogue. The advertisement for Parkinson's vices is reproduced below. You can read the
details but I will say that the vice is as good as the claims made by its manufacturers.

Parkinson also applied this principle to a joiner's vice. This was called the "sudden grip"
and an advertisement for it is also included. This is clearly the forerunner of the modern
quick grip bench vice.

The second vice I saw was less familiar. I had seen it in old text books. Again the quality
was superb, This vice was also in Tyzack's 1908 catalogue. The vice was a bench vice
and the advertisement identified it as the "Lightning" Joiner's vice.

Further investigation found an article on this vice in the English Mechanic 16 August 1878.
It was invented by Mr W. Riley of Keighley. Despite its advantages cost probably
precluded success.

Parkinson's Patent " Perfect "

No. 721..

Vice, r'Screw and Sudden Grip" Combined.

Carriage Forward.
-fhe second illustration is a sectional vierv of the Engineers'Vice, showing its construction. 'lhe Screrv travels rvith the

fronc Jarv. 'lhe Nut (n) has its upper portion cut away, and is made of sulfcient length to give an.rple strength and durability.
Borh Nut and Screrv'are formed ilith " Butrress " 'l'hread in such nrenner that rvhen gripping tl)cy interlock with each other,
giving great power and security to the grip xith little friction, and consequent eese to the rvorktnen. The Screrv cannot be

itrairied-, and ihe Nut follorvs up the rvear and tear benveen irself and the Screw, so as to preserve a " perfect " 6t of the one to
thc orher, end [;oth are protecte(] iront tJirt, trlings, or clartlage. Years of tvork shorv tto tleterior;Ltitln oI the parts.

'l'o " open " thc Vice, grasp tlrc Iinob (r-) ol' Screrv, at the sanre trnte contpru'.ing the Ler"er.(.I). The Nut (D) is

sin,rlreneously utoved c.rut oi ge Lr- rvitir the Screrv, and the Jerv pulled out to reccive the rvork, thetr slid into contact rvith it.
On rcleasing ihe Knol; and Gvcr, the Nur instrntly cngages rvitir the Screrv, and thc grip is applicd 1'ly tile Vice Pin, as in the
olcl Vice. the S.r.ru rnay l;e userl to rnove the Jaw irs intire distance of travel, so that all sorts of nraterial may be securely
held, end any kind of rvork done thet can irc done in a Vrce. Every pert rviil *'ork :rnd s'elr rvell.

Portable Iron Scands, mounred on \\,'heeis, are supplied for Engineers' use in yarrls, for erccting end repairing purposes.
'lhesc have'felescopic Pill:rr;, rvirich cnel;ic the Vice ro bc readily adjusted any height to suir thc strlure of rvorkmen.

Engineers' a,nd Meta,l lfforkers' Vices.

No. 721.

No. Wiclth p;t,'t lp-nin{. \\.ci;ht. I,ri"e.,t I.trv. "l l.\{.
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Parkinsonts
No.722a,

'rSudden Grip" and .tscrew all the Way" Vices.

f'hese \lices combine all the advantages of the Continuous Screw Vice with the quicknessand
econonry of the Sudden Grip. They are very simple to manipulate, u'ill give a tighter grip than

any other \/ice, and the r.r'earing parts are so constructed that tbey improve with use.

llfidth of _|aw. Opening. \\'eight.

722a.

722b.
722c.

LZl- each.

L6l- ,,

18/-
Carriage Forward.

No. 72O.

Carriage Forward.

The r' Lightning " rloiners'.Vices.
The " Lightning " Pattern trIakers' and Joiners' Vice, with

Instantaneous Grip. \\'ith Steel or Iron Racks. Illustration shows

Joiners' Vice with work gripped.

One-tbird of a turn of Handle backrvards releases work and
leaves the Jaw free,

Jaws. Having only two working parts-viz. Spiral Cam H and
Short Rack t-it combines e.\treme simplicity with great
strength.

Steel Racks are specially recommended.

No.728.

3

316

Best Forged Berrch \rices,

5

5l-
+

413

rvith Steel

6 lb.

5/6 each.

Bench
Vices.

Solid Box Leg Vices.

Carriage Forward-

Leg Vices over j5 lb. i4 rveight are charged at the rate o{ 5O/- per cwt. Their weight vary somervbar,

and prices given below are about the average:

No. ?24. Blacksnriths' Staple Leg \rices, best quality, rvith Soiid Box and Best Steel Jarvs.
Vice rvith j 34 3; 4L 5 in. Jaws.

r2l- r5l- L7l6 2Ol- 221-

No. 725. Vice Boxes and Pins, I/-

/o



GLASS SMOOTH END GRAIN

Given skill and a sharp plane iron planing end grain is fairly straight forward. lt does of
course blunt the edge very quickly. This means frequent sharpening. Also the workpiece
usually needs holding in the bench vice or some other device. Various types of shooting
boards can speed up the operation. Even so planing end grain can be time consuming.
Last century all mitres had to be planed by some kind of shaving operation. Today circular
saws and disc sanders can produce reasonable mitres. Time has always been money and
so several inventions appeared to speed up end grain preparation. All aimed to deskill the
operation and remove the dependence on planes and plane guiding appliances.

The first inventions were improved types of shooting boards. ln these the plane was
guided in fixed ways, a further development was to increase the mechanical advantage of
the operator. The "ZYTO" Mitre Shuttering Machine was probably the ultimate development
of this concept.

Another idea was to apply the guillotine principle to wood. This generated various types of
rr nrners' *:""*1ft:[J#ffi;,:,:jjj 

" 
ou,

improved mechanical advantage

Many manually operated patterns were manufactured. The ultimate was probably the
"ZYTO Universal Wood Trimmer". Foot operated trimmers were developed and these are
still in wide use by Picture Framers.

The trimmer principle was also applied to easily transportable small machines known as
Mitre Cutters.

lmproved shooting boards, shooting machines and trimmers were of particular value to
cabinet makers, picture framers and pattern makers. ln all cases the surplus material is
removed before using the device.

The illustrations give some idea of the range of this invention.

THE I'ZYTO" MITRE SHUTEING MACHINE.
No. i239b.

'fhis Machine will nrake an absolutely true joint in a few seconds,
and works equrlly rvell upon hard and soft mouldings. Being fitted
rvith double mcuth it is alrvays ready to rvork either hand.

'l'he bed of the maghinc nlcasurcs :6 in. x rz iu., and the fence
is adjustable to any angle.

\Vrll shoot up to 6 in. x zfr irr. Each machine is tested and sent
out carefully packed in a strong case.

Price, f5 5.
(Packing case free.)

No. 1239b.

lt



rHE I' ZYTO'' UNIVERSAL WOOD TRIMMER.
The lmproved Patent .tZyto" Trimmer

No. 1239a.

No. 1239a.
I-arge Size Cuts 20 x I or 16 x 5j in.
Small ,, ,r ::: ::: ... 20 x r or 17 x .r ,,
Price, Large Size S13 13.

,, Small LLz 12.

12 POINTS OF SUPERIORITY.
l.-Gearing cut from mild steel, not only the rndst costly, but the best.
2.-'l'he screwed-on rack instead of being a receptacle for chippings to drop

in is fixed at top.
3.-The knife slide beirrg the only rvearing part of niachine is easily renervable,

makirig the nrachine as good as nerv.
4.-'l'his knife slide is an oblong fraure, giving a zo-in. beaiing, a feature not

found in other makes.
5.-'l'he heavy ffy-rvheel gives an impetus for heavy work, and does not jar the

hand like a lever.
6,-'l'he rvheel 6xed near end o[ machine, so that operator need not lean over,

even rvhen cutting a zo-in board.
7.-Upright gauge rods rnarked in degrees, for cutting angles on skirting

boards, plinths, and similar rvork.
8.-Horizontal bar for cutting cornice moulds at all angles. Exclusively irsed

on.our nrachines. and the only ediustrnent of its kinC.
9.-Adjustable rod for dead length work.

lO.-liences are fitted rvith plates f<-rr cutting Belection or hollow backed
moulding.

Il.-Adjustment screws provided for taking up wear in slides.
I2.-lVarranted one year, and guaranteed to do rvork that no other Trimmer in

the world will do.

No. 1238,

MITRE
lmproved Patent

Mitre Cutter.
Adjustable to atry anglc.

\\-rll take irr lt{oulding up to
5 in. at 9o".

No. 1238.

35/- each.'

Carriage Forward.

CUTTERS.
The lmproved

Mitre Cutting

'l'he irrrproveurent

consists irr tlre Semi-

Circular Slot at 'I'o1r

o{ Franre, througlr

rvhiclr a (luide I'in

l)rsses, u'lrich llrt-r'
vides a firm fastuning

Cutter lllades, and

regular and accurate

No. 1237 : l. Cuttins \louldings ro zj in.

,, 1237 :2, ,, 1, 4 ,,

llrtra Cutrers,4l- per ltair,
Carriage Forward.

MITRE SHOOTING BOARDS.
For .loinerg and Picture Frame Makers.

'l'hcsc Slrr.roting ilulrds are nrade of best beech

rvoo<|, they:rre stronq and durablc and are nrade

cithcr rlitlr \\'ood or I rorr Spirrdlc.

I'r i cc.
No. I274. I.litrc Slrootirrq Ilo:rrds, for mitrc

arrtl lrelf rrritre arrqlcs, planiug
surfircc 5 j in.

\\/ith Iron Spirrdlc L2l6
,, I274o". \\'itlr \\/oocl Spintllc fO/6
,, L274b. ltlitrc Slrootirrg lloerrls, for nritre

and riglrt anglcs, lralf rnitres
lrt:ing plarrcrl lry rrrcans of a

\\'rtlr lrotr Sl'irrtlle f6/-
,, L2'14c. \\'ith \Voorl Spirrdle L4l6

No. I274a.

No. 1274b.

/t



MITRE SHOOTING BOARDS.
'lhis Shootirrg Board is of special cotrstruction,

alrd is a u'onderful assistance to the inexperienced
lrand in ruitre squaring.

\\therees in the use of other Shooting Boards a
certain experiencc in tbe use of a I'lane is nccessary
in order to gct a squlre surface, and to avoid
<lanragir-rg the board, this IJoard is 6tred l'ith crc.ss

l.ricccs of Lignum \rita on rvhich tlre lc-rng I'lane is
carricd along rvithout tlrc Iron touching the lloard
at all.

l)anragc to the Boerd is thus rendered inrpossi-
ble, and a man of no particular experieuce can
rnake true nritres.

For fixing to thc bench the Shooting Board lras a
fllnge overlapping the table try about 3 in., anrl is
fixed to the same b1' rneans of trvo 'I'hunrb Screu's,
or the Board can be fixed in a rvork bench.

l'ricc.
No. I274d. Itlitre Shootirrg Iloard, for

mouldings ul) to 4+ in.
u'ide

,, 1274e. Ilitre Shooting i'lenc, readl'
for use ... 619

Tivo 'l'h'.:rn.b Screr.. s f.:rr fixing Ll-

No. I274d.

No. 1274e.

The Marsh picture Frame
Vice.

No. l237a.

rr meets the cremand il:?Ti1,:j:'8hl'Jii :,!#ik""::"]$:11"il:',,i'"?'.:":':l"j;)l,llxi! Nrachine one has, or evenif you are..u.sing tbe o-ld-fashioncd trIitre Boi, the Frinre can be held in prop"i pru..ioi'nriiing perfectll,, and u,ith rbe grearest
ease possible. Tit. Vice has the sanre Su'ivel and 'l'ilting attachnrents, in'faci, li," r^u. fl"+ as the harsh Mitre Machine,and a Franre can lre s\\'ung.or tipped in ANY loslTto-\ 1 ierson desires, either in u rro.;ronnr or a perpendicular. it takes in
surall. and.large li'ra.tnes alike-.-as snrali as si x f.i inche!, flour this to the largei,;;r;. 

-it 
takes in any kind of Irloulding

4 inches wide or under._^It is light, rvell nradd, ani-str-o,rg.'
No. 1237a. Price,22l6. - N.B.-Net Weieht, rz i5.; Gross \\/eisht, rg lb.

'I'he trvo-planed Meral
adjusrable

No. I245. \\/ill take
,, 1245a, ,,

Oombined Mitre Cutter and Saw Vice.
Arranged to take any Hand or Back Sas..

Plates through rvhich the Sarv works is
to Sau's of any thickness.
in lfouldings to z* in. rvide, 8/6 each.

,, 5 ,, 13/6 ,t

Arranged to take

No. 1245.

Combined Mitre Cutter
and Corner Cramp.

'l'he Cramp is first used to cut the tr{oulding accuratell', and then
used to secure rbe I\Ioulding whilst being nailed fogether.

No. 1244:1. 'I'akes in I\{ouldings to zJ in. wide, 9/6 each.
,, L244:2. j, 1, 5 ,, l2lg ,,



USING FILES

Extract from: English Mechanic and World of Science
No.878. Jan 27. 1882. p.485
"A Lesson in Filing". J.H. Evans

"To use a file is one thing, but to file with the same is quite a different matter, and I think a
few hints upon this most important branch of mechanics will be found of much service to
many of our readers.

To file properly, then, must be the aim of all who undertake to do it at all, and until a flat
surface can be filed with a certain amount of ease, it cannot be said that the workman,
whoever he is, can file; therefore before going on to different things, let the beginner settle
down to his work with the determination to overcome the difficulty of filing a flat surface. I

say the difficulty, because it is a matter that will take some practise, and now I will
endeavour to show the best means of setting about such a job.

Take a piece of wrought-iron about 2" square and with a 10" file, bastard cut, make a
ccrnmencement. The vice should be so fixed that it is a con'u'enient height, and that ought
to be about the level of the right elbow, or a little below, if anything. The point of the file
should be held in the left hand and the handle grasped in the right, so that the thumb is
uppermost. To one who has not filed before it will feel very awkward at first. The left knee
should be slightly bent, and the body must move in conjunction with the knee, by doing
this the weight of former is thrown on the file, and a pressure created, which will compel
the file to cut the material. The right foot ought to be about 2' 6" from the left, but here a
great deal must be left to the operators, and it will be found that the most convenient pose
is always the best; the elbow should be kept well into the sides, as nothing looks worse
than to see a man at work who requires the room of two or three for his arms."

Evans continues at length to describe the process of filing and the care of files. Types of
files, file cards and the problem of "pins" are examined in minute detail. Before discussing
tasks such as filing convex and concave surfaces and square holes he makes these
observations;

"l dare say, in these enlightened days, when so much work is done by machinery of
different kinds, that many may look upon these few remarks as worth very little; but to
whatever extent machinery is eventually brought into use, we shall not be able to dispense
with the file."

Later Evans condemns sonne workshop practices,

"l have often noticed in different factories the men with a whole sheet of emery cloth
around a file. This it will be seen, must render the surface anything but flat. Cloth should
be avoided in all cases, and in my opinion emery cloth is only fit for housemaids to polish
fenders."

Of course any type of file needs a handle and Evans has strong views on this subject,

"l know many amateurs who have tools of all kinds fitted with hardwood handles. Now this
is essentially bad, as they never hold in; and when using a 12" tile, should it come out of
the handle, it would probably do a deal of damage.... The best handles are those of
softwood."

One hundred and twelve years later Evan's methods are still sound. By following his
instructions total mastery can be achieved provided sufficient application is applied. His
observations on machinery have proved to be correct. lt is still true that anything can be
done with files. But how often are they used?
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WANTED: advertisements from TTTG members.

FOR SALE or WANTED advertisements are free.

Place an advertisement. lf you want this newsletter do something!

FOR SALE: Herbert Lathe
Superb Australian machine, fine quality wood turning lathe in
excellent condition. Reasonable price accepted.
Phone: Ray Gurney 569-1241 B.H.

INFORMATION WANTED

CLASSIFI ED ADVERTISEMENTS:

Dear Sir,
I i'ecenily purchased a'*icoden rabbet plane rvih rnarklngs nct knor*n to me.

Can anyone out there help me with any information about the manufacturer?
- Name: UHPU'?

Place: SYdney?
- Date(s) of Operdions?
- Etc.

Thanking you in antictpation,
Yours sincerely,

Trevor Semmens
19 Loinalr Rd.
Montagu Bay
Tasrnania 7018

R..f 3...Lr--.-.ao{

3lo-1.- t -lot..**L

Bf--"-k p-;^+i27 .,ii-tJ'

Stamp- front
top left hand
side.

Sticker- d top
rear left hand
side.

1" wide - not skewed
Rough finish eaejr enci.

Plane: Rabbet
Timber-l

SYONEY SECONDHAND MARKET

Specialists in Secondhand Tools
Macninery, Laddors, Wheelbanows

HUGE RANGE

New Stock arrives Darly

: Cash paid lor your lools, ladders, wheelbarrows, macninery :

Trading: Monday - Friday 8am - 5Pm
Saturday morning 8am - 1znoon

Entrance via THE I-ADDER SHOP, 709 Canterbury Road, Belmore, Phone 787-2587
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Specialist in Old & An ue Tools for Cqllector & Craft

Pla n es by N orris, SPi

Ultimatum and other
carving tools.

ch isels,

l8th CenturY i tents ,

Vintoge StonleY & Preston
tool s, Coopers, wheelwrights'
tools etc., etc.
FURTHER INFO PHONE FLINDERS sT ANTIQUE CENTRE 02 332 3OOO

Mctnv lAAs of unu-sual €t qualitv tools

WHIIN NI'X'['IN SYDNtrY
DON"I' Miss SIIOP 14 At The

ers, Ma th ies on etc-
bra ces, ebonY tools,

10y" OFF
ALL T.TTA
MEMBE Rg

FttN0tns sT- RNTlquE ctNTn[, suRnt-tllLLS

@sslx sf d'rg'be

ohn I'lcDonald Catalogue reprlnts and booka on Loo I u artd woodworklng,
ools of Trade : wrlte or phone for a free bookllst

PO Box 13
Duffy ACT 2611 6f dlscount for TTTG nerbera.
ph 06-2886742 Phone to arrange a vlslt next tlne you are in Canberra.

NeH conpieteiy revlsed edltlon of Goodnan's "Britlsir PianenakerB fror l?O0*
due f or re.l,ease 1n England 1n October, stock should arrlve here bef ore
Chrlstras. Reserve your copy nor - $60, no need to send noney yet.

Proudfoot & tJalker " lloodt{orklng Toolg" 335, nornally $55
Roberts "l{ooden Planes 1n 19th Century Alerlca Vol 1 & 2" $85, norrally 308
Corkhlll & Lowsley's "Jolnery & Carpentry Volune 1 - 6" c1945 $76 the sot.

Always wanted to buy - Ir{athleson toole ln f lne condi tion.

Woodies Bootcs.

Woodles Books. Suppllors ol tho Finsst Wooch,vorklrg Books availablo. Sond sstl-addrossod ctanpod
bus.rness slzs onvslcpe lor 1992 Cataloguo. 21 Morrylands Road. Merrylands. 437 2932
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