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NEXT MEETING. TUESDAY l Oth DECEMBER

ATTHE ANNIE WYATT ROOM, NATIONALTRUST CENTRE, OBSERVATORY HILL
COMMENCING AT 7.OOPM SHARP

PROGRAMME

CATGUT AND STEAMED ASH. SYD CAREY IS GOIhJG TO
GIVE US A LECTURE ON THE T EC H N O LO G I CA L
HISTORY OF THE TENNIS RACQUET AND HOW AN
AUSTRALIAN INVENTION PLAYED A PROMINENT PART.
SYD ALWAYS SEEMS TO HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY ON
MOST TOPICS BUT TENNIS RACQUETS AND OTHER
STRUNG 'TOOLS'' ARE A PARTICULAR INTEREST.

SHOW AND TELL. DO ANY MEMBERS HAVE ANY
ANTIQUE TENNIS RACQUETS OR OTHER ITEMS OF
INTEREST WHICH YOU HAVE STUMBLED ACROSS?

BROWSE THROUGH THE GROUP'S EVER-EXPANDING
LIBRARY.

SUPPER BY MARIO DATO.
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2.

3.
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December 1996.

EDIIOR'S NITTES.

LETTEBS TO THE EDITOF.

PBEUtoUS MEET|N6.

OFORGE BRFTNALL

LIBRRBY NEIUS.

COLLECTOBS PRGE.

Bob Crosbie.

Mike lMlliams.

Trevor 9emmeng.

Bick Mitchell.

Bob Crosbie.

J0INER'S HRND SRIUS. Names and Sizes.
J0INER'S BRCK SRIUS. Names and Sizes.
SRSH SHRUES.

PRTENTS.

RDUEBTISEMENTS.

Couer: Stanleg Rule and Leuet Compang Catalogue t g7g.
TRRU.rS ENDLESS RUBBER POLISHING BELT.

(c) Copright.l 996.
Rng opinlons eHpressed are those of the cosrtrlbutcr.
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ln this issue the neu features introduced in the last feur issues
are continued,Houl about some comments!

Ralph Haukins begins a regular feature Behind The Trade Mark.
The editor is encouraging Balph to do some research on Sgdneg
makers or retailers.

ln Collector's Page I take up this issue of local tool dealers.
flfter the great Chance Son controuersg I felt obligerl to reproduce the
Martin and Shau/Chance Son stamp.Either I uitl haue to get a taste
for smokg tea or get a chit from the neu Treasurer for a neu tea
strainer.flnu urau Collector's Page is entirelg prints of plane marks in
this issue.Mg aduise to members is to get a tea strainer, candle and
matches,clear iape and paper,aftd send in gour prints for publication.

No one urants TTTG to become a plane spotter's club so hou
about some material on other tools.Just haue a go at uriting about
gour interest.lf the expression is reallg batl I uill reu.rrite it and run a
spell check.

I am auare that the neusletter tends to reflect the Editor's
interests.The onlg justification is that if I haue to urite most of the
articles then I'll blame urell utrite u.rhat I like!Rctuallg I ruill onlg be
happg uhen I don't haue to urite ang thing except this column.

lUhile I'm preaching there is one more matter.
1UHY DON'T TTTG MEMBEBS TRKE RDURNTRGE OF THE FREE NbUTNTST



lUhen is an inuention a neu idea?
0hio Tool Compang,Charlestourn USH,manufactured the plane belou in
l9gg.

'ffi\\vr:6/JoV'*
Rcirlcrd

,.io g8 3tf ::i 833'i?,l"TY"u" u.-bcechwood, with low u"g[. Uit;"d ;i; t;-

It uas a good idea in that it no doubt met a demand in the
railuag carriage trade,and perhaps the earlg automobile trades
for a suleet cutting and durable tool.Rs a bonus the plane uas
probablg inexpensiue to manufacture.

But uas the idea neut?Did 0hio Tool Compang patent the plane?
lf ang fnG member has ang additional information,or one of

these Car Beading Planes please contact the Editor.

CARRIAGE MAKERS' RABBET PL.ANES
Plain Bottom

No. 0101. 9 inches in lcngth,2[ inch cuttcr.
No.0l0, 13 inchca in lcngth, 2l inch cuttcr.

Corrugated Bottom
No.0l0lC, 9 inchcr in lcngth,2| inch cuttcr.
No.0l0C. 13 iachcc in lcngth, 2f inch cuncr.

"::)



Joinefs Hand Saus: Names and Sizes.
Considerable confusion ouer the traditional names and sizes of
joiner's saus exists.ln recent decades the older terms haue become
redundant.
Belou, is a summaru of the terms used in standard l gth and earlg Z0th
centurg text books.

Joseph Smith.
I 8l 6 Exnlanation or Keg,
Manufactories of Sheffield.
The Earlg lndustries Fssociation lg?5.

Hand and Pannel. Z,H,$,Brg,.

Holtzaphei.
(from Salaman.Dictionaru of lUooduorking Tools.l

Rip. 8'-g'
Half Rip. n'-18'
Hand. Z,A,
Panel. A,-n,
Fine Panel. T'4t

George Ellis.
Modern Practical Joineru,lggT edition.

8 ppi.

3t / 2 ppi.
4 ppi.
5 ppi.
7 tpi.

5 tpi.
l/4,-3/9,
$t /2 lpi.
8- I 0 tpi.

slightig smailer
6 ppi.
9- I 0 ppi.

Rip.
Half Rip.
Handsau.
Panel.

8t
8',
mr_8,
lg'-n'

Thomas Corkhill Selection and use of Tools in
G re e n h a I g h, R i c h a rd.J o i n erg& C a rn e n t rg.L o n d o n I gZ9.

Bip. 8' 4 ppi.
Half Rip.
Handsau.
Panel.

n'
n'
m'

There is a general consistencg as to names and some uariation as to
sizes.



JoinePs Back Saurs:
Todag a limited range of back saus is manufactured.Traditionallg a
large range uas manufactured.This diuersitg of illustraterl bg thL
extract from a l gth centurg trade list.
Joseph Smithl Bt 6 Exolanation or Keg,

0ouetall Saus. vg,lF. German steel,iron back.
Cast steel,lron back.
Cast steel,brass back.
Cast steel,blued back
Cast steel uarranted,brass back.
German steel,l ron backs.
Cast steel, lron back.
Cast steel, brass back.
Cast steel,blued back.

Carcase Saus. lZ.

Sash Saus.
Cast steel uarranted,brass back.

lzP. German steel,lroft bae ks.
Cast steel,iron back.
Cast steel,brass back.
Cast steel,blued back.
Cast steel urarranted,brass back.

l8',1F. German steelrlron back.
Cast steel,lron back.
Cast steel,brass back
Cast steel,blued back.
Cast steel uarranted,brass back.

fl careful reading of the list ulill reueal the range of qualitg auailable
uithin each tupe and size categoru.
Bg the end of the l gth centuru the range of back saus had been
reduced and the names uere less specific.
George Ellis,Modern Practical Joinerg lgOT,reters to douetail,tenon
and sash saus.He obserues tenon saus should properlu be called
shoulder saus and tenon saus ouer 14" are knourn as sash satus.
sash tenons,and ang tenons under about 5" can be ,,run in', uith a
large tenon sau,ie.ouer l4".But if accurate tenons are to be achieued
the saur needs to be sharpened as a "rip".lgth centurg tenon saus
sharpened as a "rip" are occaslonallg found,The iexts do not mention
this practice though ulriters such as Ellis do aduice readers to sharpen
douetail saus as a r'rip".Larger tenons are 'rrun in" uith the half rip
sau.

One other back sau needs mention.Ihis is the so called "Gents'
saur".lt is a sau ulhich euokes strong reactions.No doubt it has done a
great deal for manufacturer's and retailer's cash flour ouer the last
hundred gears.lt's ualue to uoodutorkers is debateable.

Tenon Saurs.
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SRSH SHRUES,SRSH ROUTERS.
Hou uere shaped sash mouldings made bg hand methods?

This is one of the topics old text books treat in a uague manner.
Books on old tools propose a number of possibilities.
S a lam a n, R. fl . Di c t i o n a rg o f To o I s.......... lU o o d u orkin g
lists the follouing tools for sticking shaped sash mouldings.
Sash Routers. (Circular Sash Bouters,iron).
Router Shaue. (lUood,truo irons).
Plane:Sash Moulding. (Circular Sash Plane).

(Double Compass Moulding Planel.
shaped both ulags,"circle on circle" uork.

and also the related;
Shaue.Handrail. (Handrail,urood).
t gth centurg iooi catalogues list onlg tulc tgpes of sash shaues.
These are the iron Sash Router and the urooden Bouter Shaue.
Preston patented the iron sash router but it uas produced bg
Mathieson,lUard& Pagne,lUilliam Marples and others from the I890's.
Euerg description stresses the aduantages of the iron sash router
ouer the older uooden sash shaue.
The ulooden tool is listed as late as l9l0 in The Sheffield List.
The iron sash router uas auailable to match the full range of sash
planes.This is illustrated bg the tulo catalogue entries reproduced;
Reprint,fllex Mathieson D Sons Ltd.l899 Catalogue.

Sash Shaues,iron urith tuJo irons,
Gothic,0uolo,Lambstongue.
G ot hic; I /Z'5/g'3/+'.
Ouolo; I /Z',9/le'5/g'3/4'.
Lambst o n gu e; I /2",9/ 16"5/8'3/4'.

Beprint,Edulard Preston D Sons ttd.lllustrated Price List.Julu 1901.
lmproued tools.
Preston's lmproued Circular Sash Bouter.
0ueloe,L am bst ongue,Go thic .l / 2" ,9 / l'ou ,5/ 8" ,3 / 4" .

To promote these iron routers Preston used these phrases
"Routers to special order", "to u.rork uith ang Plane Makers Pattern
Mouldings".
Preston's patent details are giuen in Reorint The Preston Catalogue
flstragal Press.t99l.Rppendix I I l. Registered Designs.

0ueloe Sash Router.25 0ct.l 898.No.328928.

(*i



SRSH BOUTERS SRSH SHRUES.z.
The iron sash router's aduantages ouer the older uooden router

shaue uere perceiued to be its ease of use and range of sizes.The iron
sash router uras also reasonablg priced and promised a long trouble
free ulorking life.From a manufacturer's uieu point it u,las much
cheaper to make than the urooden tool.

The older urooden router shaue uas made in turo forms.
a) pairs of shaues right and left handed,
b) tuo cutters in one stock to cut right and left.

The cutting action of both is identical to a single iron plane.
Both forms are necessarilg heaug.

The iron tool is considerablg lighter in form,the irons easier to
set than the utooden tool and the sole free from uear.The iron tool
also has less sole area before the iron.

The disaduantages of both are;
| )both forms haue spring making for an aulkuard urorking position
2)botn tools are "changed ouer in the hands" for right or left cut
uhich makes the problem of I ) greater.

For "shaped head" sashes these problems are not serious.
Houreuer "circular sashes" haue tight grain changes,ie the

change from right to left direction can be sudden.The small sole area
of the iron tool'giues it an aduantage ouer the uooden tool but it is
still easg to "tear up" the grain.

The general uieur is that compass moulding planes ur'ere used for
this task.l belieue this is incorrect.The long area of sole before the
iron in a moulding plane urould tear up the grain before the direction
of cut could be changed.Perhaps pairs of compass moulding planes
could be used for flat curues.lt must aluags be remembered that sash
moulding uere not sanded,theg had to be true from the cutting tool.

The clue to the tool used is giuen in this quotation;
"l still haue mg father's sash fillister;it must be eightg gears old.
0nlg the athee' dag I had occasion to use it and,after sharpening,it
uorked as sueetlg as euer.l uell remember another tool he had.lt
uas operated like a spokeshaue,but the cutter uas profiled to uork
the ouolo on circular sash stuff and tool and cutter uere so arranged
that theg urorked both right and left hand so that theg could aluags
be urorked urith the grain."
letter F Uincent Sussex Practical tUooduorking.December 1968.
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SRSH SHRUES.SRSH BOUTEBS.5
This is clearlg a description of the Handrail Shaue.The keg to

this tools' suitabilitg for moulding tight curues is the profiled cutting
iron.ln use the tool is a pleasure to use as it is not necessarg to,,tuin
it ouer in the hands".The onlg disaduantage of the tool uas its cost.

The Hand rail Shaue is listetl bU lUilkes in the 1820's and as late as
l9l4 bg Cleaue.
Reprint.Joseoh Cleaue & Son.Catalogue 1914.
-Handrail plane;mouing fence.
and also; lron spokeshaues for circular sashes (marked E p).

"to suit our Lambs tongue and Gothic planes".

fcr a photegraph see;
P ro u d f o o t, c & lu a I ke r, P. lu o o d ur o rkin g To o ls. p ha ido n. u. K. I gg4.
page l54,illustration 154. Coach Shaue.(identical to Sash Shauel.
and also;
"Hans BrunnerTool ".18 flug.l996.
items l80,l8l.Circular Sash BouterJohn Moseleg & Son.

The discussion aboue uill be clearer if the reader refers to;
SRSH MRK ING TECHN IOUES.TTTG Neusletter No.9.

For illustrations of the uarious tools discussed see;
lUhelan,J.M.The lUooden Plane.ffstragal press I 9gj.
p.50lHandrail Shaue,p.546Curued Sash plane figure l j;68
"pairs of compass sash planes",p.547Sash plane figurel5;61

P S.HOIU IUERE THE REBRTES MRDE?

Sash Sh-ave (t*4f, Gothic.

;"'t



GEORGE BRETNALL
1 December 1844 - 17 February 1931

by, Trevor Semmens

ln July 1984 I purchased a batch of 61 planes from my old Rover
Scoutmaster. \Mth these he gave me some of the family history relating to
his grandfather George Bretnall who had his name stamped prominently on
them. This then is that interesting account.

"George Bretnallwas born at Clapton, Stamford Hill, County Middlesex,
England. He with his father, step-mother and sister Charlotte arrived in
Australia by the sailing ship "Constitution" in 1855. His early years were ones
of hardship. He served his apprenticeship to the carpentry & joinery
business, and worked on several of Sydney's important buildings - the Great
Hall at Sydney University and St. Andrew's Cathedral.

Leaving the building trade he engaged in the fishing business where he
became acquainted with many Chinese. He, with a partner, Mr. Chillaman,
sailed a fishing smack from Port Stephens to Port Macquarie; they
encountered heavy weather & on arrival at Port Macquarie the bar was
signalled as unsafe to cross. Lying to for some time outside the heads they
were compelled to make a choice between foundering in the open sea or
risking the entrance. They decided on the latter. With Mr. Chillaman lashed
to the tiller & George Bretnall similarly lashed to the mast they succeeded in
crossing the bar. ln Port Macquarie, Flagstaff Hill was thronged with villagers
watching the progress of the little fishing smack as crossing the bar it was
repeatedly engulfed by the waters, with both men & boat being submerged.
With good seamanship & probably the aid of providence they slowly
negotiated the bar & received a hearty welcome from the residents looking
on. Settling in Port Macquarie George Bretnall returned to his trade as a
builder.

On 18th. January 1871 he married Marsha Macquarie Drewfrom Port
Macquarie . They hadT children. He & his family moved to Sydney where
the family settled in Botany as a carpenter & then going on to establish his
own business in partnership with a Mi'. Poultcn. The firm being known as
Bretnall & Poulton, Builders & Contractors. lt was very successful, with some
prominent Sydney buildings being built. They included the Botany Town Hall,
the Town Hall & School of Arts at Stoud as well as business premises &
private residences in Sydney & suburbs.

The family moved to Annandale Street, Annandale to one of a pair of semi-
detached two storied houses, named "Minnor-Warrane", built by the firm.

The depression of 1890 & the bank crashes of 1893 ruined the building trade
& George Bretnall lost practically all his money. He subsequently joined the
New South Wales Education Department as inspector of buildings and for
many years lived in Goulbum. Here he had control of building operations for
the Education Department throughout the South & South Westem districts of
N.S.W. (a very large area; of the order of some 60,000 square miles!.). He
left Goulburn in 1905 & lived in Stanmore & Auburn (in Sydney) where he
died in 1931".

tl
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LFNERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir,
re names and marks nol in the 3rd edilion of Brilish

Planemakers-
l. CHANCESON & CO. I have a 22" trging plane.

2. Differenl or new marks.
(i) Jos? BucK

I24 NEWGATE STR,EFT

LOldDSl\t

I have a side snipe

(ii) C. NURSE & Co

82 WALWORTH ROAD * trademark
LONDON SE

I have a No 18 Hollow

(iii) R. RoUTLEDOE

lTmm diarne{er
I have a No lO Round

I trus{ the above to be of interest {o gou.
Yours faithfullg,
Trevor Semmens
Mon{agu Bag Tasmania

/gourteDc;
z3BULL ST

Sor""n9



Follouring the liuelg debate in
CHRNCE S0N/MRBTIN D SHHIU plane

the preuious neursletter the
mark is reproduced belou;

Ht the last meeting Fred,fiTG President,displaged half a dozen
Chanceson & Co. planes.Terrg,TfTG uice President,brought along a fine
Chanceson & Co Sash Fillister.Fred tells me he has more Chanceson
planes and uill publish a list in this neursletter in due course.Terrg
noticed the uariation in the Chanceson D Co. stamps.
He nou.r suggests the compang mag haue been a Sgdneg import
agent.ftng morc information or ideas?

flitken D Sons.Pitt Street SUdneU.
This firm uas a Sgdneg tool dealer.The business is listed from

about I 900.
Tools knoun uith this mark include;

Side Fillister Plane
Square 0uolo Plane
Berg Firmer Chisel

lf members haue ang Ritken & Sons tools please send in details.
Ralph Haukins uill do some research on flitkens D Son if there is
enough intdrest.

L IBRRRY NEIUS

Hecent Donations.
Donated bg Erlclg Stapleton

-Rrt of Fretuork

-Treurhella Brothers Jfl CKS

-Saunders and Steurart Perth lUestern Hustralia
Neur and Secondhand Machinerg

-Babcock and lUilcox STERM

Donated bg Terrg Bulcher

r' t}

-McPhersons Machinerg l'landbook 1937



PREVIOUS MEETING

Last meeiling we were fortunate lo be addressed bg Geoffreg
Geffens, a masier piclure framer. Geoflreg explained how a
good frame complemenls a {ine pic{ure-- whu simple frames
suit some pictures whilst ornate frames (somelimes regarded
as old fashioned) suit a surprising number of works of arf. He
covered lradilional melhods of joining frames, gesso work and
differenl lupes of glding. lt is refreshing to find such a
craftsman who can crea{e ihe "perfect" frame and nol just
someone who nmvides a slandard job from a slandard range of
frames. Ang rnembers wishing lo con{ac{ Geoffreg shouldiead
lhe adverlisemenl in {his issue.

Bob crosbie lhen conducted an auc{ion of de-accessed tool
donalions of which lhe group now has be+ter or more
inleresling examples and a small collecrion of fools offered to
fhe group for sale. Both these sources gielded valuable dollars
for {he group and we hope to repear rh; performance al some
fulure lime both to help {he group {inanciallg and to provide a
bit of eompe{itive fun for the members on the nigh{.

ufi
l': rt'



Some of the Sorby Family Marks.

Sorbg.Henrg Ctifton Sorbg,(L.t.D;F.R.S;J.p.)
6 Beecir iliii fioatl,sheffield.
Justice of the peace for the citg of sheffierd.
Late President of Firth College.
uice-President of sheffierd uniuersitg coilege.
Director of Sheffield Gas Compang.
Treasurer of the Church lnstitute.
Dr Sorbg is a uell knoun scientist;
he ulas first to introduce the modern methods of studging the

microscopical structure of minerals,rocks,iron and steel ruith
high pouers,to applg spectrum analgsis to the microscope,and

to introduce mang neu methods and ideas into uarious
brariches of science.
For this uork he receiued;
the Gold Boerhaaue medal,
the Rogal medals of the Bogal Societg,
the luoollaston medar of the Geological societg.
Dr Sorbg uas;
President of the Microscopical societg for three gears.
President of the Geological Societg of London for turo gears.
Dr sorbg is deuoted to gachting,during four of fiue
months of the gear he liues on his gacht.

i,n



HDUERTISEMENTS.

-Copies magazine lU0RK,ang condition.
-SpiePs Shoulder Plane,
-flng books bU P N Hasluck
-CopU tUells and Hooper,M0DERN CflBtNET 1U0RK,l909

Replg to the Editor TTTG.

RDUEBTISING BRTES.

Commercial-
arei.E cheap,please ii:quie-e fs!- details.
the first aduert is free.

Priuate-
free !

WEST PYMBLE
PICTURE FRAMERS

GEOFFREY GETTENS
Shop l0,Phillip Mall
Kendall Street.
West Pymble 2073 phone:949g 6944

Woobies Bools
woodies Boo{<s. Suppiiea of the Finesl woodrrotring Books Availabie.

Send seff-addressed scrmped business size enrrelope frrr caabgue.
1289 Barkers L:dge Rd. Oakdal€. 0r45€08t49r4

Phqrr Dotr tlrr nr* 'phonc nonDcr.

-j.J'
i'ri.',



T,saLg of CIraDe

po Box,, 
"lH""t?lxlf i!i!i?ii,ipJu.r,, _6rM2

Books and catarogue reprints about_c_oileaing and using ord toors

ff*:1:1r.",r,1".9:qgioor^s-oiIE6;, po Box 13 Dun! Acr 2611'phone 06'288-6142 5vc discount to TTTG Members.

Ili"" are passing throu-eh canberra, please give us a ring and drop in ro see ourextensive range of tocls a1d Rublications auoit tools. Those of you who visited us
"' th:. First Svdnev Tool convention wiil have receil t;;: ffi ;i the exrentand diversiry of our stock.

CIIAS. E.
ACJI@(rtE

W O OD WO R Kt }IG MACHIIIERY MERCHAilTS & EIGIIIEERS
17 COOI-AWIN ROAD, NOFITHBRIDGE, ZOig

EneblshcdT! yerrr

OVERHAULTNGffi
* To Llght tt'Odrtvt<frg L{adrhery.
* Satrs. B8nd, Oreuleq, Dadr. Cha&r h;ortblflg Egtdfteerlt*' Rilewing Ba[ Beartngs
* Renewing Bandsaw Rubb€rs. Res:pray{ng. Etc.

wt 99sE 5l7O ArHouFs
ft-rfrE:r. Ct{AFtS E gqNNEF

TEI.FHONE
PhonelFax
9958 7336

IV@OWORKIN 6 ftlA IHI NIRY

1 "-t

u0
*
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Garrett$fade
-llf^au h^aA, in ,to&, tfrz, kril,au,itt*

S1DNEY
MELBOI.RNE

#62 &out Anglz W

++
BECKETr'S PR{)DUC[.S pry Ltd

Fectorv Adrlress too iilffii""Le r(ARDTNYA w A 6163
Postat Addrers pO Bor l09t SUBIACO W A 6(Xtt

Tel 61931477t1 Far 6l g3lt7712

& WiIIiam SL Five Dock. Phone.74+3458.
852-8555 Free CaII l-800-337736 for orders.

lllrdo ia llcrl Aostrnlin

Irruc Drte
IUAY t996

i BEC-hETTS RtrRNtstttN(r \1.,r\ I lr l:('Kl:TT's t\t t('R(xiR't.sTA t.t,INF: lvAX F{)t,tst t I

Excellent for your tools.(Ferrous available also)

New product Stocked by GarrettSgade

Upstairs at Queens Rd
105 Denmark St Eew

sn ffi gT_ 6.p,xlf s,q, figlg @\gM flC
During December:
9-5 Weekdays
9-3 Saturdays

6ffihg>*

C;l


