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Next Meetins
2001
National Trust Centre, Annie
Obseruatory Hill
Commencing at 7:00pm

Tuesday 12th June

Wyatt Room

PROGRAMME
I.JIM BLACK COLLECTOR AND TOOLS ENTHUSIAST FROM
VICTORIA TIAS KINDLY AGREED TO ADDRESS US. JIM'S
PARTIC{.'LAR INTEREST IS SCOTTISH TOOLS AND PLANEMAKERS.
HE WILL ILUSTRATE HIS TALK WITH SLIDES AND EXAMPLES SO
MAKE SURE THAT YOU DON'T MISS THIS ONE.
2. WOTSITS AND INTERESTING SCOTTISH TOOLS. SEE IF YOU CAN
STUMP JIMI
3. REGULAR CLUB FTJN AUCTION
4. SUPPER BY MARIO DATO

i,.'



Editors'Notes.
"Blus Chio" Bevel Edse Chisels. "MaJe[y United Kingdom" China.

Ai least the advertisement reproduced on the opposite page shows

how effective Marples' promotion of the "Blue Chip" Bevel Edged Chisel

was in the l980s.The copy-cat publicity is from the packaging of a chisel

recently brought for $2.95 at a Dollar Shop.

I did not buy this chisel solely to get a good illustration for this

newsletter. The editor is a very discerning chisel user. The standard is set

by such pre World War 1l brands as Mathieson, Sorby and Ward & Payne.

For many years my solution to finding quality chisels has been to

buy old chisels and to restore them to working order. This often involves a

lot of refinishing and regrinding and usually making new handles.

I have occasionally tried new chisels but in my view even the most

expensive modern European chisels are inferior to the older chisels'

A year or so ago I brought a $ 1.50 "made in China" chisel' It was

roughly finished but when sharpened the chisel cut well and held an edge.

I brought ten of these chisels and let my Year l0 Wood Technics

class use them. Only one handle came offand the chisels held an edge far

longer than our new chisels. No chisels bent or snapped!

I now regularly check out the Dollar Shops. Recently I noticed

some plastic handled 'Made in China" chisels with a surface ground finish

at least equal to the most expensive chisels' t brought one for $2.

The chisel was a joy to sharpen as the back was truly flat. I then

brought the other three sizes, the largest size cost $3.The chisels are good

quality even though the yellow plastic handles feel a bit strange'

There were two larger sizes of chisels with dark plastic handles for

sale at $3.50 and $4.50. I brought one, tested it and the same day brought

the other size. Flat backs, good steel, and 'tslue Chip" style handles!

What next? I brought another ofthe smallest size yellow plastic

handled chisel to see if the handle could be replaced with a wooden handle.

The tang proved a little short but a few minutes filing produced a sharp

tapered tang. A piece of beech and brass tube were quickly tumed into a

handle and this two dollar chisel is the equal ofany expensive new chisel.

Finally t found the "Made by United Kingdom' chisel' Like the

other chisels the quality is excellent. This packaged chisel is identical to the

black plastic handled chisels I had already acquired. The package makes it
tnor" 

"*p"ntive, 
$2,95 compared to $2! Both have plastic edge sheaths.

The moral of this? Marples' advertising has been very successful'

The,.Blue Chip" bevel edge chisel is a modern icon. As well as copies the

"Made in China" chisels are a very good product.

What does it say for quality modern chisels not made in China?



"Blue Chid Bcnd Edse Chiscls. *Mede !y United Kingdom" Chritrsr.
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BEVEL EOGE CHISEL

LONG LASTING
CARBON STEEL
RAZOR SHARP

AND
READY TO USE
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HNT Gordo4 Planes. 15% Discount to TTTG Members.
A15% discount is available to TTTG members.
why not contact HNT Gordon Planes for a information sheet/price list?
HNT Gordon & Co.
Classic Plane Makers.
l/1 Robb Street. Russelton Industrial park. Alstonville N.S.W. 2477.
Phone 02 662287 22. F ax. 02 66287 SZ2. E-mail : hnr gord@one. ner. au



Prevjous Mectins. Tuesday 10th April200l.

National Trust Centre, Annie Wyatt Room. Observatory Hill. The Rocks.
Commencing at 7;00 pm.
Tonic:
Soeakers:

Shaves: Draw Shaves to Spoke Shaves.
Henry Black and Bob Crosbie.

Bob Crosbie started the talk by showing the audience the types of shaves

available. Wooden and metal spokeshaves and drawknives were discussed.
The many rare Preston and Sanley spokeshaves present made the exposition
enjoyable for both speaker and audience. Why did Bob appear distracted and
who was Fred phoning on the mobile? As if on cue Henry Black arrived with
a Work Mate and Bob demonsbated the use of the various types of shaves.

Henry then took over and gave a well illustrated talk on Stanley spokeshaves
and the use ofspokeshaves and draw knives.
Freds' Wots It? kept every one on their toes.
The Auction was another TTIG success, every item sold and revenue raised.

Do not miss the bargains next time.The One Dollar Box has been abandoned.
Wallets seem locked until the Auction!

Next Meglinq. Tuesday June 12 2001.
National Trust Centre, Annie Wyatt Room. Observatory Hill. The Rocks.
Commencing at 7:00 pm.
Scottish Planes
One of our interstate members, Jim Blach is visiting Sydney and will show
slides of tools from his collection of Scottish Planes and he will also share

some of his experiences as a tadesman and a collector.
Members are encouraged to bring wood lined metal planes for Jim to identi$.
Jim has travelled a long way to be at this meeting so let's bring those special

tools to the meeting for Jim's enjoyment
Jim has had an article published in the latest edition of The Ausnalian
Woodworker and members might be interested in buying a copy.



Letters !g the Editor.

Rod Thomas emailed the following information,
R.J.W. Sydney hacksaw frame.
For a firm that there are several sightings of different styles of hacksaw
frames, you would think there would be some information out there. All
that is on file is common knowledge, that RIW were a Sydney firm. You
may find the known (to date) manufacture from these people interesting,
mainly adjustable, plus a 8" fixed frame and a 10" fixed frame (no screwed
tensioner) hacksaws, also a conventional coping saw ftame.

EMAIL THE EDITOR ON r.crosbie@bigpond.com

Newsletter 60.

Atom Power Tools. featuring Esvcu.t And Gilbro.

Tieer Saws.

Thornlev Model BenchTools.

And much morel

Green Line,

Saxon Cramos.
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Information Wanted.
Henry Disston & Sons- Sydney.

Henry Disston & Sons Inc. (Austr) Ltd.
Two addresses are known. These are;
-Henry Disston & Sons Inc. (Austr) Ltd.
P.O. Box 26.Camperdown. N.S.W.
This address is stamped on a Henry Disston & Sons booklet, probably 1920s.
-Henry Disston & Sons Pty Ltd.
Vine Street, Redfern. N.S.W. Phone MX 1548. Telegraphic "Disston". Sydney
Any information on Henry Disston & Sons Inc. (Austr) Ltd. is sought.
Address on an undated leaflet "Cutting Costs with Disston".

Stewart Australia. Rockdale.
At the last TTTGMeeting a Ratchet Spiral Action Screwdriver was auctioned.
The case was marked Stewart Australia, Rockdale and CES. NSW. No.100.
Any information on Stewart Australia, Rockdale is sought.

R.V.B. Made in Australia.
Three pressure gauges were also auctioned.
The pressure gauges were marked R.V.B. Made in Australia.
Any information on R.V.B. Made in Australia is sought.

W Camobell- Svdnev.
Henry Black has a drawknife marked W Campbell, Sydney.
Any information on W Campbell, Sydney is sought.

Any Old Tool Catalogues. Leaflets or Advertisements?
If you have any of these items you should consider making them available to
other members through the TTTG Library. The Editor will photocopy them
and you can keep your original plus a photocopy.
Donations to the Library will be acknowledged in this newsletter.

v'



Information Received,
C.C.Engfureering Industries PtL Ltd., 213 B-ridge Road. Glebe, Sydney.
Mike Williams has a Shop Smith with the trade label of C.C.Engineering.

Hercules.
Peter Evans emailed the following information,
I have an old vise grip type tool marked:

Hercules [in script]
W.R.WYLIE & CO SOUTH AUST

I also have the 1937 McPherson cattledog with the said sockets, but with' lower prices, and a different item code, that is,
R335 No 6 4l6d
R336 No 8 8l6d
R337 Utility 3/9d

The cover is somewhat battered and I cannot find a catalogue number.
Rod Thomas suggests a date for Hercules
<1932 - 1949>, how long before and after ?

B.K. Sydney Aust.
Rod Thomas has provided a name and address.

Bradford Kendall Ltd. 340 potany Rd. Sydney

Mit-A-Mit 26R ratchet hand d,rill
Rod Thomas emailed the following information,

Getting away from John Daniels' original request, but a bit more
information on Mit-A-Mit and Silex and the drills and braces bearing their
names. There is no documentation to hand to confirm, but it is believed that Mit-
A-Mit was a firm or a Trade Mark of a firm making predominantly if not entirely
hand and breast drills and carpenter's braces. They also made these products for

' Howard F. Hudson Pry Ltd which were sold through one of H.F.H's Trade Marks
namely Silex. It is believed that Hudson's numerous Silex lines were made in
Australia by various makers. There is an 1956 advert on record that states

r Metalcraft Engineeringof 26 - 28 Kent Rd Mascot made for "Silex" ratchet
braces, hand drills, breast drills, push drills and plaster's ffowels. Was this the
firm behind the Mit-A-Mit mark ? or possibly another maker that supplied for the
Silex mark.
A more recently made hand drill has Silex cast into the gear wheel and aBreast drill
Silex stamped into the metalwork. Apart from these instances all Mita-A-Mit marks

are stamped in and Silex Logos by way of transfer.

Does any one have a Mit-A-Mit Catalogue.?



Information Received.
Austlpully & Tyton.

"TYTQlr'.
A "TYTOlf' Price List dated 117155 has been acquired by the TTTG Library

'AUSTPULLY"
Austlpully was one of the trade marks used by Australian Split Pulleys.

An Austlpully Leaflet and Price List has been acquired by the TTTG Library
Both probably date to 1950.

Australian Split Pulleys also manufactured "Benson" Automobile Wheels.

-\ aerisor.r f
,"oi\1-u**

Monulocturert ol
..BENSON"

AUTOMOBILE WHEELS

fleont Raiiiy St:atin'' 
-'' " "'"'

- 
Ftcuneron

TelegroPhic Address t

AUSTLPULLY. HOMEBUSH' N.S'W

Phone: UM 6716

A$'t"$:1l|%
N . S.W.
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Johns'Pase. John Daniel.
Mamles "Shamrock Brand" X4 Iron Smoothing Plane. (neg. Design No.87396).

It's always satisfuing to bring something home from an Antiques Fair, on this
occasion it was a smoothing plane made by Marples. The attraction was its
variation from the general run of late "Stanley" type planes.

There seemed to be little local knowledge of the history of this plane so,
following a suggestion from a friend, I wrote to Record Tools Ltd. where Steve
Bray, Q.A.Manager was most helpful. He said that "by the time Marples became
part of the Record group many of the documents relating to the production of
Marples planes were either lost or destroyed, and are no longer available."
Not to be put off, Steve consulted a Mr Ken Hawley who is associated with the
Hawley Collection, housed in the Hawley Building at the University of Sheffield.
England. In Steve's words "Ken is a world renowned expert on tools (especially
planes". Ken kindly supplied the following information:-
-A copy of a single page advertisement from the 1959 Marples Catalogue.
-A copy of the information booklet supplied with the plane when new.
-A comprehensive "Case History'' on the plane reprinted from the August 1954

Edition of the magazine "Design".
The X4 Smoothing plane was designed by David Pye for the old established firm
of William Marples & Son Ltd." Marples had for many years been making normal
"American" pattern planes and although these were remarkably efficient, Marples,
together with the designer of the new plane, felt that some improvements could be
made in performance as well as appearance". (August 1954 "Design".)
The 1959 Advertisement in the Marples Catalogue lists the X4's new features.
-The wooden frog is fixed so that the heel ofthe cutter rests on an accurately
machined surface on the cast iron body of the plane, so that the cutter is always
firmly supported at its lowest possible point, and the plane will not chatter.

-The width of the mouth is altered by an adjustable mouth plate at the front which
can be moved by loosening the two screws holding it. By this means shavings of
any required thickness can be planed, without tearing up the grain of the timber.

-The base casting is more substantial than usual, and has stiffening ribs throughout
its length.
-The cap lever is shaped to gtve a good grip when the plane is used on its side on a
shooting board.
-A larger knob is fitted, which has been found to give a much improved grip in usg
and the frog and handle are made in one piece, to give great strength and rigidity.
-All metal fittings are nickel or chrome plated, or finished in black stoving enamel.
The cutter is made of our renowned crucible tool steel and will give years of service.
The whole plane has a modern and unified appearance which will appeal to the
progressive craftsman and amateur who take a pride in owning and using well
designed tools.

!l



Johns'Pase. 2

MAIBTgs:SfuS* Brand" X4 Irqn Srnoothing P..la-qe (nee Design No.873e6).

For the X4 plane to be selected by the English Council of Industrial Design for
inclusion in their design review, and in turn displayed by them at the Brussels
World Fair, it must have been impressive. Why then was it discontinued?
Well, I feel Ken Hawley in his corespondence brings this into focus.
"Herewith information on the Marples X4 Plane which was produced to fill a

perceived gap in the market, when Norris of London stopped making their planes

which were quite expensive in the early 1950s. 7716d. for a Norris smooth plane,

against Stanley No. 4 which in 1953 sold at 3312d. and in 1957 at 4ll-. Rec.ord's
04 in 1951 cost32l6d. and in 1957 was37/6d.
Most joiners etc. could not afford the X4, it being about double the price of the
Record or Stanley planes, which could be "tuned" to do the same class of work.
So not many Norris-or its successor-sold, which is why it had a production run
ofno morethan ten years.

It was designed about 1954 and an undated leaflet gives the price as 631-,by 1962
the price had risen to 90/-. The 1964 price list was the last where it is shown. The
1965 catalogue has no mention of it , so I think it had been deleted by then."

lt is interesting how collecting always opens up new doors, especially to new
contacts, new friends and most importantly increased knowledge through sharing

of information.
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Events g4g! Offers.

Visit !qWollonsong TAFE Foundn..
F*-.V gffingpn this, so fat the response has been positive.

More information will appear in Newsletter 60'

3801Train Trio.
ff,6to?-*itt." f,"s been encouraged by the interest shown. A decision

willbemadeinduecourse.Expressionsofinterestarerequested.

2001 Svdnev Timber44g[WorkinqWith Wood Show'

6-8 July 2001.
Fox More park (Old Sydney Showgrounds)'
TTTG Stall170.
VOLUNTEERS WANTED URGENTLY.

Directon'.
-fne t.aditional Tools Group Inc' (TTTG)

Mike Williams. The Secretary TTTG
P.O. Box 240 Grosvenor Place' Sydney N'S'W' 1220'

Enquires: Mike Williams phone 02 9144.63'\6

Bob Crosbie e-mail : r.crosbie@bigpond'com

-Tools and Trades History Society. (TATHS)

Membership Secretary: Jane Rees.

Barrow Mead Cottage. Rush Hill, Bath. United Kingdom'

BA2 2QP 01225 837031 (Office hours onlv)'

-Hand iool Preservation Association Australia' Inc'(HTPAA)'

P.O.Box 1163 Carlton. Victoria. 3053.

-Hand Tool Preservation Society of Western Australia' (HTPSWA)'

8 Belham Street, Bayswater. Westem Australia 605

TTTG Committee Membels.
John Bates Events Sub Committee

Henry Black Events Sub Commiuee

Bob Crosbie President
Newsletter Sub Committee

Mario Dato Catering.

Ray Gurney Newsletter Sub Committee

RickMitchell Librarian
Fred Murrell Public Offrcer
Clynt SheehY Treasurer

Mike Williams Secretary
Newsletter Sub Committee'
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Is It An Aussie !
The "Hordura" Senior Combination Wood Working Machine.

If you can remember the 1950s you will also recall that every home had at least
one manufactured item from Anthony Horderns.
"Truth in Advertising', like the Hordern's building, has long since disappeared
Perhaps a TTTG member has seen this machine.
Who made the "Hordura" Senior Combination Wood Working Machine?
The "Hordura" Senior Combination Wood Working Machine booklet and a
Hordura Woodworking Machines Price List, Sept.1956 is in the TTTG Library.

PONTABIE

NO COSTLY INSTATTATION

YOU IUST PLUG INTO TTIE

POWER POINT...

This USEFUL machine combines:

SAWING, PTANING AND

TENONING, MOUIDING,

BORING AND DOWEILING,

BUFFING AND POLISHING.

IOINTING, MORTISING,

GROOVING, SANDING,

GNINDING, TNENCHING,

AND POLISHING.



Australian Made.

*'Gilbroo' Woodryorking Machines.
Gilbio Bngineering. 79-83 Plenty Road, East Preston. Victoria. manufactured

an extensive range of woodworking machines from the 1940s to the 1960s.

H.R.Gofi, Manufacturers Agents with offIces in Melbourne, Sydney and Perth

represented Gilbro Engineering in the 1940s.

A January 1948 Price List of "Gilbro' machines was distributed by H.R'Goff.
In 1948 these "Gilbro" machines were available;
-6" Short Table Buzzer,-6" Long Table Buzzer,-l0" Belt Sander, Pedestals for
either size 6" Buzzers, -Floor Motor Mounting and- Foot Power Mitreing Machine

Undated "Gilbro" Leaflets describe the following "Gilbro" machines;

-Vertical Sander or Linisher, leaflet stamped H.R.Goff The back ofthe leaflet

lists the machines manufactured by Gilbro Engineering. The machines were;

-Universal Sander,-Back Stand Idler,-6" Bench Model Buzzzer,'e'Long Table

Buzzer, -10" Belt Sander, -Foot Power Mitreing Machine (type IWIW3 & PAd/3),

-Universal Squares, etc. This last entry raises the possibility of "Gilbro" tools.

Undated leaflets for both types ofMitreing Machine are stamped H.R.Goff.
A torn leaflet for Gilbro Mitreing Machine typeM/N3 provides details of a third
Gilbro Mitreing Machine. (Gilbro Mitreing Machine types IWIW3,PlMl3,MlN3)
The reverse side of this leaflet details a Gilbro Scroll Saw.

Two Burns, Philip & Co. Ltd. Price Lists dated May and October 1957 for Glbro
list the following Gilbro machines;
-"Gilbro" Combination Bench. (4 t/2" Buzzer, 10" Saw & Dowelling Attachment')

-"Gilbro" 4 Vz" PlainBuzzer. -"Gilbro" 4 Yz" PlainBuzzer, on stand.

-"Gilbro" 6"Buzzer. -"Gilbro" 6"Buzzer, on stand.

-"Gilbro" 4 Vz" Buzzer, on stand withVz H.P. motor.

-"Gilbro' 6"Bvzzer, on stand ,xrth3l4 H.P. motor.
-"Gilbro" 10" Saw Bench without stand or motor.
-"Gilbro' 10" Saw Bench with stand and motor plate.

-"Gilbro" 10" Saw Bench complete with 3l4H.P. motor.
-"Gilbro" Mitre Machine, PlW3.
The October 1957 Price List included the -"Gilbro" Mitre Machine,Ml N3.
An undated Leaflet for the "Gilbro" Super Saw Bench Combination describes

this "Gilbro" as "The Woodworking Machine of Distinction" and claims, "This lat
"Gilbro" incorporates all the best improvements in overseas saw bench design.

In 1956 Atom Distributing Co. Pty Ltd , offrces in Melbourne and Sydney, issued

a Price List of Ezycut and Glbro machines. Two "Gilbro'Buz,zers (Jointers) and

a Mitre Machine were included. The "Gilbro" Combination Machine was now

called the Atom Combination. Two sizes were offered:
- Atom 6x10 De Luke Combination and Atom 4 %xl}Utility Combination.



Australian Made.

"Gilbro" Mitreing Machine.

Sgg Newsletter 60 &I Atom Pgwer Tools. featuri4e EsYcut etld GilFfo'

Gentsusedinpreparingthisarticleareavailable
from the TTTG Library.



Australian Made'

CALLING ALL ORCFARD.IST S

Hobart Tasmania 1953' inspired by the apple market' a Dad and Dave Film

or a War-Tim" 
"*p"ri"n"'""ih" 

fOifgn base Planer at least proves the old

farmers, claim that *iriluil"r"ia r.tup and efforr it can be made on the farm'

CALLING ALL ORCHARDISTS I

At lost

You con secure o SotisfoctorY

CASE PLANER t

TH E FOSTER CASE PLAN ER

Con poy for itself the f irst Seoson'

Your Good fruit in o Good cleon

Cose will bring o better Price'



Titan Tools AEd B.H'P. Steel-

COM$TEEL
TOOLSTEEL

Cenuine Forged Tools possessirrg

STNENGTH TO SPf,RE
Thcrc'r a rcaron lor thc Titan chircl'r rupcriority. ln thcir
rnlnufncturc arc combincd practical daign, qurlity B.H,p. stccl
terperlly procc-.scd into finc.grrincd tool slcl by Conmonwealrh
Srcel C.. Ltd.), and fully.serroncd rimbcr lor hendlc. Thcy arc
rhe proud product of . letm of slillcd toolmalcru who hrvc thc
rdranrage of working in r specirlly built frctorT at Hobrrt,
'farrrranio. cguippcd with thc mort, modcrn phnt, Every strgc
oI manufacturc - for6ing, grinding, heri trcrlmcnt (hridenin6
and tempcring), and final polishing 

- is clorcly conrrollcd rni
:ubietcd to rigorous inspction to cnlurc r qualiry tool whosc
bhdc is capallc of rrking a kccn long.lifc cutring edge.

Sp.citl rt..l for rhc blrdo of Titrn chirclr ir rcccivcd in
rh. form-ol tmtll bill.t! ln lhc fi.3t op.a.llotr rhcy undcr;c
,r rhc Hob.rr thirel hcrory, rhcy trc lor3cd into bhic
rhrpcr rt trc rrquircd lor ttnt or &ckct trgat.
NGrt,.harltaaalmcnl ir crrritd out in ramlt,rtura-
conrrollrd ao.n.cc!. The blrdc it hcrrcd by imcr-
rion in . lpt ol moft.n lcrd, thctr ii ia guaochcd
;n I l)rin. !p..y, rft.. rhich it it rchetrcd in r
eontinuour convrlor rtpc t.mparint furntcc. Thc
.rpctt hrrt.trelrnrnr ol lhG ,tc.l in Titan chiel
bhder 1ir'.r ir . RoctF.ll t.,C,' nlcl hrrrlnct

Hrndltr of Tir.n chi*|. rr. oi
lro ltrrc!. Thos lor httry rork
(Il.ti!t...d ryp. chirll rhich
mry be rrucl bt. dtllct in
knic.) ua ordc lrom rpccirll).
*lact.d Tasnaniu hsdf,oo,j.
The hrndlcr ol Tirrn Firm.r
rype clrielr {dcriglcd lor hrnrl.

rorl only) uc nrdc froo Trraroirn myrrl.
b.c.h. All brn'Jlcr cu.t e rhrccor hcqutr
inirh. Thc ltr€n3th.din3 and Drotactirc (rarul..
on Titrn Rcjirrcrcd Chiklt (s illoilrd.tt)..r.
ol hcrry 1ru1c britht dr.v. x.mlcrr {..1 tub..

.tlanl o[ 59.61. Thir rnrblcr r tccn cdjc
to Ir...ltin€(l in rrrria< yhila mtiotainint
thc c,lle'r rcrirrrnct, rgrinl lrrcrurc.

Forged from
a"!!g
B,H.P. Steel

The Only GAARANTEED Chisel
on the Australian trIarket!

Bccause ol thc,hi6h qurlity mrt.ritlr .nd slillcd workmrnship
which go into Titrn chisb cucrT chirl crrria an uncqnditionll
gurrontcc tgrinst delctt. ln thc unlikdy cvcor ol your Tirrn
chisei bcing lound {rulty, it will bc rcphced frec of clurgc.

lllanufactured ar Hob&rr, Taurna.ia, rry THtl rrrAN N.{rL & WIRE rry. L'r'D
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Surforms and Shaoers
The Surform is one of the "modern handyman's" tools people recognise.

What are the origins o:!the Surform?

Salaman's Dictionary of Tools states,

"A trade name for a series of tools developed by Firth Brown Tools Ltd.
(Sheffield) c. 7954 consisting of a perforated plate with a rasp like
abrading surface, which can be flat, half round, or circular."
In "The Cutting Edge" Ken Hawley gives further details. Under the entry
for Firth Brown Tools he observes, "[n the early 1950s the works
manager, Lt. Commander Booth, developed a new form of cutting tool
called Surform which has won world wide acclaim."
The Surform was manufactured and marketed by Simmonds Aerocessories

Great Britain, a subsidiary of Firth Brown Tools Ltd. between 1954 -58.

Surform was subsequently manufactured and market by Stanley G.B.
The Surform was not the first tool made using a perforated blade design.

The first Surform type tool.
n a"*"ipti"" rf 

"" "U*aing 
tool appears in English Mechanics on the 5il'

December 1941.
"A new design of file introduced in the United States has multiple blades

with spaces between to allow the filings to pass through them....................
A detachable turnbuckle and rild arrangement between the handle and the
end fitting ofthe file enables the shape ofthe filing surface to be changed
from flat to slightly convex or concave."
This is similar to the Surform and Shaper Tools produced in the 1950s.

Was there really over a decade's hiatus between this proto Surform and

the market place acceptance of the familiar Surform and Shaper tools?
Simmonds Aerocessories' Surform.
The March 1954 Woodworker reviewed the Surform under the title
"Useful new Tool for Woodwork" The reviewer noted the advantages of
the Surform over files and rasps and called the Surform "an entirely new
tool." Two types of Surform were available. The first advertisements for
Surform appeared in the August 1955 issue of Woodworker.

SURFORM TOOLS
A new tvoe of Hand Surfacinfl Tool with l0l
uses. It 

,FILES. 
FORMS, PLANES ANd SPOKE.

SHAVES. Can be used on WOOD, RUBBER'
LEATHER, FIBRE, PLASTICS and NON FERROUS
METALS. Cannot clog.

FILE TYPE
tzl6

P. & P. r/.

Spore blodes ovailoble
3.6

.i". {-

PLANE TYPE l7i6 P. & P. l/'



Surforms and Shapers.

In the December 1957 Woodworker S Tyzack & Son Ltd. offered
"Genuine" Surform planes and files. The April 1958 Woodworker
reviewed Surform describing it as "a tool that has been on the market for
about four years" The Surform range was now as follows; flat file, flat
plane, half-round file, convex plane, block plane and a fine file for metal.
Did Surform have a competitor by December 1957?
The "Bettatool".
In 1958 fuchibald Kendrick & Sons Ltd. Staffs. U.K. advertised a "Twin
Purpose-Plane or File." This had a reversible handle, for use as file or
plane, and a perforated disposable blade. Note the "NEW 2 way handle
and blade, suggesting "Bettatool" had been in production for some time.
"Bettatool" was reviewed in the Woodworker in December 1958.
Stanle), Great Britain Shapers.
The November 1958 Woodworker reviewed a "shaper tool recently put
on the market by the makers of Stanley planes". Two types of shapers
were available, file type and plane type. The advertisements for Stanley
Shapers and "Bettatool" are reproduced below.
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Surfornrs and Shaners. 3

The "Bettatool" and the Stanley Shapers were virtually identical products

and both were clearly derived from the Surform'

January 1959 Woodworker included large advertisements for "Bettatool"

and Stanley Shapers. It seems probable that Stanley Great Britain acquired

the production rights to Surform and Bettatool in 1959 or 1960.

Stanley Shapers.

itre Algust t960 Stanley G.B. Catalogue has a full range of "Shapers"'

The "Shaper" page from the 1960 catalogue is reproduced below' 
-

SHAPER'FILE No.4m. lr in lonS'
pA- {ComDl.r! tlrh one fl't Bl'd'}'

'ji.:l:'Jt;i*'*1T'r,1"'iilll$'i'"'fr trll,illi
lliliil.'il-ililo.t t"'x'cd 3ter bhd' or P.rt"tcd
;l;il q'.!8 i.i.';;::'9- :i:.,.*liii'-ti',t":":",11:iiii.i. ti. ;o onarci trtrh whrct
itc-c{ret ol (h. bhd.. thlt <uril'l rurr

ll'.itl:1.":.*:::';.:1":.' ::';i:";'i Ji:'1":"j "::;:i'^'ii: .ii,i''-ill.tl irc hr dcsrcc or <omtor.t.rnoi:ii:;;;;;;il ;;; h, &,rcc or <o'b'r rd
llll,-,r1 ili' l-. ftiiii itt ,., '.hr;3ctbr. flrt tid hrr
)iijiiir'iii.-i iil;i,* -d . xn(.,5r. nrilm"'d'tr"

INTEICHANGEASLE SPARE BI DES. 
'tAT 

ANO

HAU-ROUNT .r<h.

SHAPER-FLANE No. 491 13 in lonl'
ia- (comPl.tc wilh o" Flrl alrd"'

^r 
rhc sh!D; r.h: bil il h nor r'il'kkd.to 6c (on'

i;rli-:t -i',1'i;;:";r,i'*':::i..i':lt[:".'1.'"T':;;1
;;od"nrl :nnna''ppli<.ilonr' sdc'rifi<r
".uriion.ttiD '-nr.da ol ddd'd ruoD'r

yi';$ilil';:;:x'."i,' 
":i:;:' 

J;'L',:[::
Hnod.d_tr.t xitrn.

IMERCHANGSASIE S?AIE ETADES' 
'LAT 

ANO

H Tf.ROUNF .rch.

SHAPER JUNIOR No.'l,t' 3l ln' lont'

Pri.c . (Co.npletc with onc Fl" Blrd')
n 

"or" 
sr ,n. ioor' nncd ro t ruont' rt+'d t'd

i';'#ir'#. lirii"iin'i i@r ro bc hid ro 6' hrnd
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STANLEY SHAPERS HAVE THESE EXCLUSIVE FEATURES

"€.rt.hold"

iircrhrth d(!.4!

TYPICAL APPLICATIONS OF STANLEY SHAPERS

MruMN
slAitrr 5IAPERS SllAPE' ;lLE' fonH' rRlM' ll'loolll-EvtRYltlltlc rl0ll w00D to sIEEL

Stanley New "Surform" Tools.

The April 1963 Stanley Export Price List includes the range of Nery 
-

"Surform" Tools. The New "Surform" File is identical to the 1961 Shaper

and the New Surform Plane is virtually identical to the Simmonds

Aerocessories Surform.



Surforms and Shaoers.

The April 1963 Stanley New "Surform" Tools are illustrated below

I l{sw! "Jurlorm" Iooh

for slrl.cr lorml0g yood, plistics,
h.llrcr aod solt mltals

/m\rrrjririNMfr lilmii?fl E

flh trp€ trith rrguht cut bl.dr

I[.
a*2s5 16yl 6 24 $2.S0

Plrn. ttpr wlth r.golar cul iladr

n.
l*296 l0 I 12

lndividuallY cardcd

I "Jurtorm" Iooh

tor surlace lorni0g wood, glastiqs,

hither !nd sblt metrk

Rourd lil! si" dlemltEl

No. tt{. Box clri. , 
EAOH

*2s7 14 6 12 $2.50

Replacem!0t rould blade l0r I0.297
lN'

*2978 9Ya 6- 1.34

I "lurlorm" Drum

for usc i[
electric drill

chuct rnd drill
Dtll3

r3.s0 lo,irr, ?if. 'l'l'f $;lii
ReDhcrmenl Pilts-Se' Parts Ctlalog 3lP

IN,
*397 93/r | 6

tlpla$m!nt hlado! lor llo.397
n!goler cut

n.
0*2948 l0 6 24

tln! cut

0*3948 l0 6 -

l!0lacem![t hladei

n.!l,cem€nt ilados-llt No5. 295'
296 and 3g7 "surlotm" tools

Rrgular cot

lN'

0*2948 10 6 24

llalt ]!und, llgular cst

l*2988 l0 6 24

tin! crt

a*3948 10 6 -
Hsll.round, linc cut

a*3988 10 6 -

R.!l.cemr[l bladrs tor poctel
"Surform" tools

fine cul-hrlt ro!nd
tN.

*3968 5t/2 6 -
fire ott

a*3998 5V, 6 -

Pockll "surtotn" tlth llne cut bladG

'il.
0*399 SYz 6 24 $1.t0

t4.00

tr.20

1.20

1.20

1.34

11.20

1.34

tr.0o

.80

The November 1964 Woodworker has an advertisement fgr Surform.
Under Surform are the words "Blade an invention of Firth Brown Tools.

qil-r-'t
-:.E.tTgg*4

corYrr wlth llne cut blrda



Thornlev Machine Tools.
Thornley Engineering Products were manufactured in the 1950 & 60s by

W. Thornley & Sons Pty. Ltd. 23 Unwins Bridge Road, St Peters. N.S'W.

"Thornley" products were distributed by Thornley Machinery Sales Pty. Ltd.
"Thornley" manufactured Railway Equipment, Steel Fabrications, Heavy

Steel Pressings, Woodworking Machinery, Metal Spinning Machinery and

Machine Tools. "Thornley" also brought and sold old and new machinery.

A division of "Thornley", Model Bench Tools (MBT) manufactured Small

Woodworking Machinery, Woodworking Tools and Machine Knives "Moldit".

A Model Bench Tool product is illustrated.

I gtvrSrol ol w I{otxttY 6 sotS PtY llo,80lIoil tt.5t Ptrft9 sYDNav

COMPOUND STIDE
NOTARY TABTE

For Drill Pressee, Milting Mcrchines, Shcrpinq

Mochineg, Surtace Grinders, Elc.

8" diomeler I'urnlobie qrocittoled r: {u}l 3600 gives cleor
ocflltcle reudlng trncl crrn be rol<rlod ltr oilher direclic'n'
llecrvy Section 'lbo Slots crre ptovicled Z" t' \"'
iross Slides hove occurutcly Mochined Dovetcril Wcrys'

cdjuslsble Gib Slrips 1>rovidecl lo l'tke rtp wetrr'

Slldes hcrvc q nrctximrtnr irrrvol of 4|".
'llrrecrd Milled Fescl Scrervs otrd reJrltrcetr)llo Brurze Nuls

lilted.
I.orgo l.lctttdrvheels c,:librcrled crtlcl nutnbered in lhousclncllhs'

,,,r,r<,curc,le, robusl rrnd rricely firlislrt:cl lool'

The'ITTG Library has acquired an extensive collection of "Thornley" leaflets

For more on "Thornley' see newsletter 60.



Woodmachino.
Tb Woodmachino Wonder Bench.
The Woodmachino Wonder Bench could be inspected at Recreation Street,
Treed Heads or at Grey Street, South Brisbane in the 1950s.

Where can we find one now?
The Woodmachino Wonder Bench was an attempt to market an affordable
universal wood working machine. The use of timber components reduced
component and freight costs. Sales promotion was equally innovative.
The Woodmachino Wonder Bench Leaflet has a comic strip format.
There are twenty two frames in all. A sample is reproduced below.

f,lo. 2 rhowr thc quick ond
dmDle ehrnga trom rwino to
phnlno. Eoth rw &rd plancr
protactcd Changc lrorn uwing
to pbning in l0 s.cr. Eoth
nlrn.r tahles rip ond tell.

No. 3.-T. Ct G. Floorino ..rily No. 4.-Ar1y siz. ply, ot Crry
mrd6. All moulding] lte6 pago l.ntih timber c.rn bo handlad.

,t rlmply medc lhir ri]6y wsy, No iimit to lcngth or arer. Don'l
Vfi wlll makl any drtlgn joinary break your back wrth a hrnd.
mouldino cutter lo or,.jcr. S€nd 3tw. Llvo long.r. Lat iht
[mplc. - "Wordcr Bench" wcrk lor you-

Additional information is sought.
For more on "Woodmachinott see newsletter 60.



Book Review. Bob CrosbieBook Review. Bob crosbie Itt.pzro,supcasdclag I
The Super Works: Patrick's Blood and Gore. I

Down loading and printing Patrick's qlAd 3!d Gore took over half I
a day but it wai time well spent. Every thing anyone needs to know aboyt I
Staniey planes is included. There are links to information on related topics. I
patricft kno** what he is talking about and is critical of Stanley. His humour I
is distinctive and may offend some worshippers of Stanley however his insights I
into the history and use of planes are worth serious consideration I
A sample will convey more than my words, his observations on the 45; Iv nndhm'.::::-l

Periodicals Received. I
l{-d T""l Pd;ation Society of Western Australia. (HTPSWA). Newsletter. I
-Tool ChesVsharp EdgeHTPAAA. Issue 59 February 2001' I

ffi 
Tradei History Society. TATIIS. Newsletter 72. Spring 2001' 

I
W.F.& John Barnes Compaly Woodworking Machinery. I

First published in the 1996 summer edition of the EAIA Chronicle' I
Print out from, http.//www.tooltimer.com/index'html I

-Rod Thomas has provided photocopies of the following; I
Peacock's "Pyrami.d Rufa" Instrustion Book- I
Leaflet P.&N. Bra.nd $tocks. Taps. Dies- Reamers-&C. I

Patience & Nicholson Pty. Ltd Elsternwiclq Victoria. I
-Henry Black has donated a cardboard box ofpapers acquired from chas. skinner' I
Eveniually the contents will be catalogued and copies made available for loan. 

I
Photocopies of the following are now available, 

I
"Gilbls"-!4asb!!9Iyleaflets. I

ffr":'ffotduta':senior Combination Wood Working Machine booklet 
I

"Hordura" Woodworking Machines Price List' Sept.1956.
*TYTON" Price List dated ll7l55.
Austlpully Leaflet and an Austlpully Price List dated 1950

Thp W.oodma.chino Wonder Bench Leaflet.

{.}



U,solg of W,tube
- Always Buying & Selling Old & Used Handtools
- Extensive Range of New Tool Reference Books,

Catalogue Reprints, & Select Old Titles
- Appraisals of Single Tools or Whole Collections
- Regular Tool Sales- Notices Sent on Request
- Evening Classes in Tool Appreciation & Restoration
- Estate Disposals- Discretion Assured
- Visits by Appointment- Phone John McDonald

ASK FOR A FREE BOOKLIST
@oolg of (ErtDr

PO Box 13

Duffy ACT 2611
Phone/Fax 62886142

CHAS. E. SKINNER PTY.LTD
A.C.N.000 037 285

WOODWORKING MACHINERY MERCHANTS & ENGINEERS
38 HAMMOND ROAD, TOUKLEY NSW 2263

Established 85 Years

OVERHAULING & REPAIRS
* To Light Woodworking Machinery
* Saws, Band, Circular, Dado, Chain Mortising Equipment
* Renewed BallBearings
* Renewing Bandsaw Rubbers, Respraying, Etc.

TELEPHoNE (O2) 4396 2958 ALL HouRs

i

I

i



We buy and sell more antique and used woodworking lools

than anybody else in Australia,

Once a yearwe run an intemationaltoolauc{ion with a fully

illustrated auction catalogue and easy absentee bidding

facilig for interstate and overseas bidders. lf you want to

participate just write to us and we'll include you in the

mailing list.

We are always buying good quality tools, single items or

whole collections from woodworking and other trades like

coopers, pattern makers, shipwrights, coach-makers,

cabinet makers, carpenters etc. Don't just give them away.

Ask for our price first

http:/lunrw.hansbru nnertools.gil,com.au

Hans Brunner Tool Auctlone

70 Chermside Road

Newtown QLD 4305

Phone: 07 3281 0280

Fax:07 9281 4261

Emall: hbrunner@gll.com.au

http:ttwww. hansbrunnertools. gll,com.au


