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The Shooting Board 
by Michael Williams 

Those of our readers who have attended one or more of TTTG “Real skills” 
workshops will be aware that TTTG stresses the fact that in many if not all cases, it is 
not necessary to purchase expensive jigs and equipment to achieve a highly 
satisfactory result. That chestnut, the accurate cutting of dovetail joints is a case-in-
point where a plethora of commercial jigs of varying expense are available to do a 
task which can be accomplished with a number of basic tools and a knowledge and 
practice of technique. 

One operation, the shooting or planning of a joint into a perfect right angle or 45 
degree angle is an example where simple planning might be adequate for rough 
work but with the use of a simple home-made jig and a few tips on technique, a 
perfect result can be achieved. On the other hand, you can spend hundreds (if not 
thousands) on commercial equipment to achieve the same result. 

The table saw if set up correctly with a good blade can produce an accurate crosscut 
at any desired angle but often the cut needs to be slightly trimmed in order to fit. 
Also, how many hobby home workshops have a reasonable table saw? The lucky 
ones of us may have a Triton work bench or similar but final trimming is still often 
required. 

Enter the Shooting Board, a staple jig of just about all workshops where a degree of 
hand finishing is the norm. Here again, one can spend a fortune on commercially 

made jigs such as the Stanley 
Shooting Board and Plane. It is 
no longer made but as a 
collectable item, can command 
a hefty price tag. Sometimes 
you can find a Stanley 
Shooting Board without its 
plane, and you might then be 
tempted to buy a Veritas 

specialist Shooting Board Plane for several 
hundred dollars which is designed to work with 
the Stanley Shooting Board (as well as a home-
made shooting board). 

On the other hand, you could save your dollars, 
make your own shooting board, and use 
something like a Stanley #6 as the shooting 
plane.  

I don’t own a Stanley #6, but I find that my Stanley #5½ works well in this task. It is 
obvious that the sides of the plane that you use must be a perfect right angle to the 
base and this is why my #5½ is a good performer.  
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My 5½ is an English manufactured Stanley and the casting is heavier than the 
American or Canadian manufactured ones and the sides have maintained their 
squareness to the base. My #5 is an American manufactured one and although a 
lighter casting and a pleasure to use for general work, the sides wander slightly out 
of truth from front to back. It is also  imperative that the blade edge of the plane is 
straight and also at a right angle and for this reason, I use a simple Eclipse honing 
guide when sharpening my shooting plane blade. The Eclipse guides can be sourced 
from markets or the TTTG tool sales for just a few dollars. 

Pictured here is a sketch of a traditional type of shooting board made from pine or 
other timber. To ensure that such wide 
boards do not cup or warp, the original 
shooting boards had two cleats across the 
bottom but these days, if the board is made 
of good quality ½ inch ply, this is 
unnecessary. You can see also that there is 
a very small longitudinal chamfer on the 
lower edge of the top board which is 
designed to ensure that chips or dust does 
not prevent the plane from riding tightly 
along the edge. I’m not sure whether this is entirely necessary as a quick puff can 
clear the edge if required and I have not seen any recent designs of shooting boards 

with this feature. 

Pictured is my shooting board, made to a 
Fine Woodworking magazine design. 
(Issue 258, Winter 2016/2017) and as you 
can see, it also has the capability to shoot 
mitres as well. The red knob tightens 
down the fence and allows a little bit of 
play to ensure that the fence is exactly at 
right angles to the plane slide. I’m not 
sure how necessary this is as I haven’t 
needed to true up the fence ever but 
maybe if I used the jig continuously, 
things might be different. It does have a 
cleat along the front edge which is not 
visible in the photo, and this is merely to 
drop into my bench vice or just to act as a 
bench hook elsewhere along the bench. 

If TTTG members want to make something similar, I am sure that myself or anyone 
else who subscribes to Fine Woodworking could give them the details and if they 
came along to one of the workshops, they would learn any tips and tricks required to 
optimise the jig’s use. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Send your comments to the Editor at reproturn@bigpond.com  
___________________________________________________________________  

mailto:reproturn@bigpond.com
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1960’S POWER TOOLS IN AUSTRALIA 
by John Deeble 

Power tools appear to have been first introduced in industry around 1920. Early 
examples were drills produced by Fein, Metabo in Germany and B&D in the US. 
B&D is credited with producing the first truly portable electric drill. 

By the1950’s a wide range of portable power tools was available, including in 
Australia. McPhersons appears to have been one of the main suppliers at that time. 
Pricing would have limited use to industrial rather than home workshop use. 

The following companies appear to have been recognised suppliers by the 1960’s. 
While many items were specifically for industrial use, a number of firms began to 
introduce power tools for the home workshop market. A number of international 
suppliers had established manufacturing facilities in Australia along with a number of 
Australian manufacturers. 

Japanese manufacturers such as Makita and Towa (later Ryobi) do not appear to 
have entered the Australian Market until the early 1970’s. Makita had commenced 
production of electric planers in Japan in 1958. 

 

Black and Decker (B&D) 

During the last year of World War I, burgeoning overseas sales led the company to 
establish representatives in Canada, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, Australia, and 
Japan. Early items in Australia were manufactured in the UK and US.  

In 1929 an Australian subsidiary was established in Sydney. Manufacturing 
operations were organized in Australia in 1956 when the company established an 
Australian facility in Croydon, Victoria. Items were of extremely high quality. Later 
manufacture saw a home range of equipment which eventually was of lower price 
and of a quality to match.  

Black & Decker was well-established in Australia by the 1960’s producing an 
extensive range of power tools.  

The company continues today and has incorporated many other brands such as 
ELU, Porter Cable and DeWalt. For more information see 
https://www.encyclopedia.com/social-sciences-and-law/economics-business-and-
labor/businesses-and-occupations/black-decker-corp  

  

https://www.encyclopedia.com/social-sciences-and-law/economics-business-and-labor/businesses-and-occupations/black-decker-corp
https://www.encyclopedia.com/social-sciences-and-law/economics-business-and-labor/businesses-and-occupations/black-decker-corp
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SOURCE: McPhersons catalogue  
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SOURCE: McPhersons catalogue   
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SOURCE: McPhersons catalogue   
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Wolf 

Another well-established power tool supplier from the UK producing a wide range of 
industrial tools. By the early 1960’s they had commenced production of a home 
workshop drill and various attachments. By the late 1960’s they had introduced a 
range of double insulated power tools greatly improving safety. 

 
SOURCE: McPhersons catalogue 
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SOURCE: McPhersons catalogue 
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Bosch/Lesto 

Another well-known supplier manufacturing industrial quality tools in Germany and 
Switzerland (Lesto).  

The range of tools available in the 1960’s was all industrial quality tools. Much later 
Bosch began to produce a home workshop range of power tools. 

 
SOURCE: McPhersons catalogue 
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Metabo 

Another German supplier of industrial quality power tools. They have introduced a 
number of innovations over the years including electronic speed control and the 
safety clutch. 

 
SOURCE: McPhersons catalogue 
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Sher 

This company is credited with producing the first Australian made portable electric 
drill and began production for the WW2 war effort. In 1951 Sher manufactured a 
small plastic double insulated drill which was not well accepted by the Australian 
market. Their first 2 speed ½ inch drill was produced in 1957. In 1967 the company 
became part of the American Skil power tool company. 

 
SOURCE: McPhersons catalogue 
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Skil 

Produced a range of Industrial quality and home workshop power tools. Home 
workshop tools were often of cheaper construction. 

 
SOURCE: McPhersons catalogue 
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Stanley 

Produced a wide range of industrial quality power tools which became less common 
in the later 1960’s. They were early producers of a range of electric routers. 

 
SOURCE: McPhersons catalogue   
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SOURCE: McPhersons catalogue 
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KBC/Lightburn 

KBC was an early producer of Australian Power tools. While some items were heavy 
duty many were more suited to home workshop use. The company produced a wide 
range of accessories for home workshop use. KBC was eventually taken over by 
Lightburn, the producer of many cement mixers. 

KBC power tools were manufactured by K Bowes & Co Ltd in South Australia. The 
company was founded in 1936. It appears that KBC entered the hardware market in 
1948 with its first portable electric drill, designed for the cabinet maker and general 
handyman. The body of the drill was made from die-cast zinc alloy, and it had a 
unique removable front plate on the handle to allow the user easy access to the 
connection terminals. 

 

 
SOURCE: Tom Lee and Berto Pandolfo https://theconversation.com/powerful-and-ignored-the-
history-of-the-electric-drill-in-australia-81473 see also 
https://powertoolstudy.blogspot.com/p/other.html   

https://theconversation.com/powerful-and-ignored-the-history-of-the-electric-drill-in-australia-81473
https://theconversation.com/powerful-and-ignored-the-history-of-the-electric-drill-in-australia-81473
https://powertoolstudy.blogspot.com/p/other.html
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Desoutter 

A UK manufacturer of the highest quality portable electric and pneumatic tools. All 
Desoutter power tools were of industrial quality and ideally suited to production line 
work. 

 
SOURCE: McPhersons catalogue 
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SOURCE: Desoutter catalogue 
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Jamec (Jamec-Pem) 

A lesser known Australian manufacturer of power tools, Jamec have been 
manufacturing in Australia for over 90 years. The main electric power tool appears to 
have been an electric drill with a threaded collar to accept a wide range of specialist 
attachments. Similar or the same attachments could be fitted to air tools 
manufactured by the company. These attachments were mostly suited to sheet-
metal fabrication. 

The company history refers to air tools being manufactured for the aircraft industry 
during WW2. 

The company is now known as Jamec-Pem and manufactures, airline fittings, valves 
and regulators, blow guns, hose reels and industrial fastener kits. Air tools on offer 
appear to be manufactured by other suppliers. The company is located in 
Melbourne. 

 
SOURCE: McPhersons catalogue 
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Handles for Stanley Planes 
Bob Crosbie 

Handles to fit Stanley planes, and copies of Stanley planes, are manufactured and 
sold by Bob Crosbie. Price is just $10 per handle. Want to make a purchase then 
contact Bob at crosbie.bob@gmail.com  

What Planes? 
Bob’s handles are close copies of old broken handles from old planes. The handles 
are not based on “Type drawings” from the internet. 

What sizes? 
Handles are available to fit No.2 to No.7 Stanley and Bedrock planes. The handles 
will also fit Record, Sargent, Pope/Falcon, Carter and similar. 

What timber? 
Handles are for planes made in the years 1900 to 1960s. The handles are made 
from recycled or off cut well-seasoned hardwoods. Species include NSW Rosewood, 
American Beech, Kwila, and Camphor Laurel. 

How are the handles made? 
Handles are produced with a sequence of machining jigs in batches. After profile 
shaping the handles are drilled for the metal fittings. Batch production means 
consistent quality and reasonable price. 

The timber is prepared in minimum lengths of 600mm, 140mm x 24mm. After 
machining and drilling the handles are “ready to sand and fit. 

Want a handle made from your own piece of timber? Then you will have to make it!  

Some Handles have long toes! 
The length of the toes on the No.3 and No.4 planes varies with the age of the plane. 
Some handles for these planes are sold with long toes. The buyer can then “custom 
fit” the handle. A simple job for a plane user. 

Sanding 
The machining leaves the handles needing only a light hand sanding. The golden 
rule is “don’t sand across the grain.” 

Finish 
The original finish on the old plane handles was “industry normal” for the time and 
includes Shellac, Varnish, Nitrocellulose, and Polyurethane. Bob recommends Liquid 
Shoe Polish. This matches any colour and lasts. 

Some buyers may pick up a finished ‘sample’ handle and ask is it “Rosewood.” The 
answer is: “Camphor Laurel finished with Liquid Shoe Polish.” 

mailto:crosbie.bob@gmail.com
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More Sidchrome Gold 
by John Bates 

 

We have another mind boggling example of Sidchrome tool mania.  

This NEW OLD STOCK VINTAGE SIDCHROME AUSTRALIA 6 SCREWDRIVER & 
WALL RACK SET 688-3 sold on eBay for $1,250.00 plus postage of $21.50. 

Do the math, that’s almost $212.00 
per screwdriver.  

OK to be fair you also get a wall rack 
and the original box, but I still 
struggle to see the value. 

You can buy a new Sidchrome 10 
piece Philips and slotted screwdriver 
set on eBay right now for about 
$130.00  

But it’s only money right? 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Got something special or interesting you would like to share?  

Then please send me a picture and description and I will put it into NEWS.  

Email your text and images to reproturn@bigpond.com  
___________________________________________________________________ 

  

mailto:reproturn@bigpond.com
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A Parting Tip for the Little Stuff 
Roger Taylor 

I had to part off two small brass bushings that measured 0.122" in (3.10 mm) 
diameter by 0.128" (3.25 mm) long.  

They were drilled and ready to part off when I realised, I would never find them in the 
chip tray. Parts this size have a way of disappearing, no matter how keen your 
eyesight might be. 

 

 
It dawned on me that the No.42 drill used on the parts could also be used as a 
support arbor for the cut-offs.  

It worked perfectly and I saved myself a lot of time and frustration. A simple but 
helpful tip if you are doing small work that is easily dropped and lost. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Whatever Happened to .... 
___________________________________________________________________
A new NEWS section devoted to those lost or hard to get user manuals and 
instruction sheets you thought no longer existed. Well in fact some of them are still 
around and TTTG will be publishing them on a regular basis.  

To begin we have an item supplied by John Deeble, the ‘famous’ Australian-made 
ELMEC drill sharpening attachment: 
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___________________________________________________________________ 

If you have some long lost instruction sheet or user manual please don’t let it linger 
unloved and unread, send picture or pdf files of same to the NEWS Editor at TTTG. 

Email the Editor at reproturn@bigpond.co   

mailto:reproturn@bigpond.co
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The Next TTTG Workshop 
2023/24 ‘REAL SKILLS” 

WORKSHOPS 
KEEP AN EYE ON THE TTTG WEBSITE 

WWW.TTTG.ORG.AU 
FOR OUR NEWS OF FUTURE 

 
“Real Skills” Workshops 

Great Value at only $70.00 
 

We teach real skills 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Available at all TTTG Meetings 
Workshops & Events 

TTTG Leather Chisel Rolls   $25 each 

TTTG Sharp Oil     $6 a bottle 

TTTG Chisel & Plane Handles  $10 each  

http://www.tttg.org.au/
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Members & Friends Tool Sale  
Sunday 03 December 2023 
Remember the date and time: 
Sunday 03 December 2023 – 8.00 to 11.30 am 
Remember the location: 

Old Eastwood Town Hall 
74 Agincourt Road, Marsfield, NSW 

Remember the entry fee: 
• $5 per person – pay at the door and please have 

your $5 note or $5 in coins for entry. 
• All purchases are made in cash so having notes 

smaller than $50 is a good idea. 
Want to sell your surplus tools – Members can hire a table: 

• $25 per table – contact the Secretary to book via 
secretary@tttg.org.au  

• For insurance reasons only TTTG Members can 
book tables – membership is $50 per year 
 

TABLES ARE LIMITED SO PLEASE BOOK EARLY 
NO ASSISTANT PASSES WILL BE ISSUED 

 

Next TTTG Sydney Tool Sale 
Sunday 25 February 2024 

  

mailto:secretary@tttg.org.au
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KAVTAK TOOLS support TTG  
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TTTG Fees and Contacts 2022/23 
TTTG Fees 

Annual Membership     $50 
‘Real Skills’ Workshops    $70 
Member Meetings entry    $5 
Members & Friends Tool Sales entry  $5 

 
 
TTTG Contacts 

NEWS Magazine Editorial, Articles & Advertising:  
John Bates secretary@tttg.org.au 

 

 

TTTG Memberships:  
John Bates secretary@tttg.org.au 

_____________________________________________ 

NEWS Magazine 
NEWS Magazine (quarterly) 
NEWS Magazine is emailed to financial TTTG Members in: 
March, June, September and December 
 

_____________________________________________ 

Next TTTG Members Meeting 
Old Eastwood Town Hall 
74 Agincourt Road, Marsfield, NSW 
 
Tuesday 10 October 2023 – starts at 7.00 pm (after AGM) 

TOPIC: Engineering Patternmaking  
 presented by Henry Black 

 
For more details see the website for details www.tttg.org.au  

 

mailto:secretary@tttg.org.au
http://www.tttg.org.au/

