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President’s Report
John Deeble

A great milestone, TTTG now celebrating its 35" year of operation. No mean feat when so
many community organisations struggle to remain viable. A special thank you to all our
members, especially those who those who actively support TTTG activities.

The year began well with a successful Sydney Tool Sale. Twenty-four sellers displayed their
wares across 72 tables. Over 100 eager buyers lined up early and made a very quick entry at
9.00am to find a bargain. A steady stream of buyers continued across the morning.
Feedback from sellers has been positive and lots of tools made their way out the door.
Special thanks to all our returning and new sellers for supporting the sale, we hope to see
you all again on 21 February 2027. Save that date!

Thanks to John Bates for his organisation of the event plus all the TTTG Committee and
some of their friends who pitched in. A special mention to Penny and Mike Williams who
again staffed the TTTG Tables, selling TTTG products and promoting the group. We gained
several new members on the day, welcome to TTTG: Spencer Lai, Ralph Hawkins, and
Gavin Marjoram. We look forward to seeing you all at Member meetings and TTTG events

Strong promotional support from Steve, Cameron and the team at the Carbatec Sydney
Store, Linda at Australian Wood Review, Australian Mens’ Sheds and Sydney Woodworkers.

In 2026 we will be running three “Members and Friends Tool Sales” at Old Eastwood Town
Hall (OETH), offering more selling opportunities to members. For table bookings contact John
Bates. The tool sale dates and times (note the later start and finish times) for your diary are:

e Sunday 17 May 2026 9.00am to 12.30am

e Sunday 23 August 2026 9.00am to 12.30am

e Sunday 22 November 2026 9.00am to 12.30am

On Sunday 22 March TTTG held a “Blade Sharpening Workshop” at the Marsfield workshop.
This hands-on workshop focussed on grinding and sharpening techniques and equipment.
Many thanks to Matt Pryor, Anton Marinov, and Jim Windschuttle for presenting and
supporting these workshops. Carbatec once again supported our efforts with gift vouchers to
TTTG and the workshop attendees. Many thanks.

More workshops are in the pipeline, including saw sharpening. Numbers are limited so book
early. Our Workshop fee is $70 and must be paid in advance.

We are always looking for contributions for NEWS. | want to thank Vic and Alan Williams for
providing the Plane Restoration article originally published in the HTPSWA newsletter and
regular contributors Mike Williams and John Daniel. We really appreciate your efforts.

The Committee is always hunting for guest speakers for our Members Meetings and would
be most grateful for any suggestions or contacts. Please let me know if you have a specific
request for a meeting topic.

| look forward to another great year, with growing TTTG membership, continued sharing of
knowledge and information, and support for traditional skills, tool technique, and restoration.
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Further Adventures with My UNIMAT
Mike Williams

The very simplicity of the early Unimats could be viewed as something of a downfall in some
respects and perhaps the most obvious of these is the fact that without back gears, the units
could not cut threads in the conventional manner. The manufacturers of the Unimat had got
around this difficulty by providing a sort of copying function which was sold as an extra and |
was truly fortunate that my Unimat had this particular extra.

e e 1= : .-"m'...-;’ z_ -l = =~
The Unimat thread follower setup. The two strap-like brackets hold a subsidiary arm which connects the
brass master thread follower to the thread cutter. The master thread cup is mounted behind the three-
jaw chuck which in this case is holding a piece of aluminium between centres preparatory to being

threaded.

Briefly, a brass thread-follower traverses a cup-like thread master, and this drags a cutter
along the item to be threaded. Both internal and external threads can be cut in this manner,
but external threads are much easier to do. My Unimat came with a couple of Imperial thread
masters and one metric one. Presumably, the previous owner/user just purchased the thread
masters as and when needed. This threw down the gauntlet to me to try and collect all the
thread masters which were originally on offer.

At first, eBay proved a lucrative hunting ground, and | quickly amassed a
- " number of the most common sizes, but this source slowly dried up, and

. the more unusual sizes never seemed to come to market. Slowly |
developed an ambitious plan to manufacture the masters and complete
the set!

b a4

) Making the cups.
A cup-like thread
master. The I made the cup-like masters out of one and three-quarter inch (134”)
centre hole and thick wall tubing and closed the top with a piece of % inch plate, cut
three screw holes
are to mount the roughly to shape.

Unimat chuck.
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Prior to closing the top with the plate, | chucked the piece of thick-walled tube and lightly
bored it into concentricity, to remove the internal bump caused by the tube seam weld. | then
faced the tube edge to ensure that it was perfectly flat to receive the top plate. | also rubbed
the plate on fine emery paper taped to a piece of plate glass to ensure that it was flat.

My next problem was how to attach the top plate. | wasn’t sure that | had enough heat in my
butane torch to braze the joint, so | settled on solder. | used a product called “solder-it” which
comes in paste form, works at relatively low temperature and was advertised as soldering
steel! It all seemed to work. | wired the two pieces together with the solder-it paste between
and heated the lot with my butane torch. Suddenly, the solder-it ran around the joint and the
job was done.

All that was required now was to re-chuck the cup and turn it perfectly round, including the
recently soldered top plate, drill and bore a 13mm centre hole to accommodate the head
screw and drill the 3 attachment holes (see the above picture of a completed cup to make all
this clear).

Making the brass followers.

Well, that is how | made the blank master thread cups but now | had to make brass followers
for the threads that | needed! To make the follower threads, | needed a cutter. | started with a
piece of steel gauge plate and mounted it on a Unimat grinding wheel adapter (which | would
never use) and then | was able to turn the gauge plate to the same radius as the master
cups. | then rotated the Unimat head to turn a 60-degree edge to the gauge plate.

Fortunately, amongst the accessories that came
with the machine was an indexing head, so |
mounted the cutter blank on the indexing head and
made 6 equi-spaced cuts with a fairly wide slitting
saw. Some
careful hand filing
then followed to
provide some
cutting relief and
reveal the cutting
BRSNS R ¢ teeth. Finally, |

The finished 6-tooth cutter with relief hardened the

filed between the teeth. cutting wheel by

heating it with my

propane torch and quenching in water. This was probably
the wrong way to harden it as it was probably oil-
quenching gauge plate, but it seemed to do the trick! | then
tempered it in the kitchen oven, and it was ready to go!

Wiarr

The cutter mounted on the
Unimat grinding wheel arbour.
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| made the brass followers out of thick brass strip, roughly
filing the working face with a round file into approximately
the right curvature to mate with the master cups and then
lightly ran the new cutter across the face to get it right and
to remove the file marks. | could then cut the follower teeth
one at a time by advancing the lead screw on the lathe the
appropriate pitch amount. | didn’t bother angling the
follower to get the right thread angle as the follower was
only a very small section compared to the master diameter.

A finished brass thread follower.

Cutting threads on the masters

| tried 3 ways to cut the threads on the newly made cup
masters, all reasonably successful but some more time
consuming than others.

First method: An M10 bolt has a thread pitch of 1.5mm
which was one of my missing thread masters so | cut an
M10 nut in half and soldered it to a piece of brass to make a
thread follower for an M10 bolt. | then used this setup to
copy turn 1.5mm threads onto one of my master cup

A half M10 nut soldered to brass strip
blanks. to make thread follower for an M10 bolt

Second method: Find a friend who has a lathe with back gears who can thread the masters
for you! This was before | got my larger lathe with back gears and John Bates was kind
enough to do the job. By this means, | was able to just about complete the set of masters,
but John’s lathe back gears were unable to turn a couple of threads that | wanted, specifically
19tpi and 50tpi so | had to resort to method 3 which was somewhat tedious and time
consuming.

Third Method: | drew up a paper 360degree
protractor and pasted it on the last drive pulley
of the Unimat. | then made an Excel table for
0.05mm advances on the lead screw versus
angle on the protractor and slowly (ever so
slowly) cut a sub-master of the thread that |
wanted. For the coarse threads | cut the sub-
master onto a cylinder of Delrin but for the finer
threads, | had to use aluminium. I then used the
sub-masters to cut threads onto the final

Two sub-masters with threads cut piece -
by-piece. 50tpi on the left and 19tpi right
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masters and the piecewise linear nature of the sub-
master all but disappeared on the final transfer to the
masters.

Where to store them all? | couldn’t resist making a
wooden box for them before consigning them to the
Unimat accessories position on the tool shelf.

A 19tpi thread master made from its
sub-master, together with its mating
brass thread follower.

RIGHT: 24 Unimat thread masters
with their brass followers. Some
original Unimat equipment and some
home made, covering the range 16tpi
to 56tpi and 0.5mm to 1.5mm metric

Well, was it all worth it?

Not long after finishing this project, | bought a much larger lathe complete with back gears
which could cut all the above threads!

The whole exercise itself was a great learning experience and | now know that if presented
with the requirement to cut a strange thread outside the capability of my back-geared lathe |
could make another thread master, however tedious this may be, by “Method 3” above and
use the Unimat for the job.
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SWAN AUGER BITS, ASSORTED IN NEW EXTENSION BIT BOX

CAST STEEL AUGER BITS

IN SWAN'S EXTENSION BIT BOX

MANUFACTUNED By
THE JAMES SWAN COMPANY

RUS
SELL & ERWIN MﬁNUE{\CTURING COMPANY
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SETS NOS. E 5132 1-2 TO E 5932 1-2

Attention of the trade is especially called to an absolutely new departure in compartment bit

boxes. The Swan Extension Bit Box, by its simplicity, both i
it one that the skilled mechanic cannot afford to be without.

in construction and operation, makes

By one operation in opening the box the entire set of bits is available for use, and likewise by one

operation the box can be closed.

The bits in the first tray are available for use by simply lifting the cover without disturbing the
bits in the other trays. This is a distinct advantage, and is not only handier but a great time saver

for the skilled mechanic.

These boxes are made of hardwood and finely finished, and will not be furnished except when

ordered in sets complete with bits.
THIRTEEN BITS — 32 1-2 QUARTERS

Set consists of one each 45, 6,178,910, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16-16ths

Bit No. Description Set

10 Cast Steel Auger Bits......... i e a tsae el e T A 25.00

20 Single Twist Auger Bits.. s R, S ‘ ey S U S e . 9.10

40 Irwin Pattern Auger Bits..... e oA B P S 9.10

50 Rapid Auger Bits........... N oy i e, S Ao e S S SO 8.60

70 Extra Auger Bits... . ....occvceoaiactstancons R i G 6.60

80 Jennings' Pattern Auger Bits. .. ... o B S T o, At 0bve e e 7.50

86 Jennings' Pattern Auger Bits, Blued.....c..oiveaoncecnmuognaeeeen s 6.25

; 87 Jennings' Pattern Auger Bits, Black Lip. ROSE TOOLS,INC. « + « « « v« s s n s oo 6.25
E593214 a0 Cook’s Patent Auger Bits...... N e e SRR OR 7.30

One Set in a box

Image from The James Swan Co. Premium Mechanics’
: ics’ Tools, The J
Seymour, Connecticut, USA, 1911, p.82. ames Swan Co.,

More to come on famous cutting tools. Let us know what you want to see in NEWS.
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Just a Pile of Old Spanners
John Daniel

To some, this is just a pile of ‘old spanners’, to the astute, it is a testament to manufacturers
who harnessed the creative minds of its researchers, the ‘hands-on’ lateral thinking employees
on the ground floor who were tired of ‘skinning their knuckles’ using inefficient and ‘clumsy’
tools.

To the perceptive eye, each one is a ‘piece of art’ with its sculptural lines and artist’s ‘signature’;
well-deserving of a second glance.

How could one not appreciate the intrinsic value of such tools? JD.
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& \ years the cutting tools
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B ancient craft tradition
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A

All the best woodworking brands
are at Carbatec.
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B ROCKLE K

Visit your local store or call 1800 658 111

ADELAIDE e BRISBANE o HOBART e MELBOURNKE e PERTH @« SYDNEY » AUCKLAND ¢« CHRISTCHURCH

CARBATEC.COM.AU

CARBATEC supports TTTG
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“Companion” LP-Gas Industrial
Equipment
John Deeble

LP-GAS INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT

Gompanion

TTTG News 187 11 March 2026




22125 | zz0zs 4

| £0025 | £002S 3 12125 | 2e028 3
0¥02S | 0¥02s r 92125 | 18028 a
10025 | 10028 | s2128 | £2028 )
11025 | 11028 H ¥212s | veozs \g
| 20025 | 20025 _ ) 0E12S | 52025 v
1Zs 0zs 434 1zs | ozs 43
1Hvd LHvd

‘ewey) yb1y uo \
SN SNONUIUOD 10} UOKISOd OJUl PAYIO| £ 2
8q 0] 8|qe S| uoynq 8y ‘qouy |0NU0D By}
Jo doj ay) uo uonnq ay) buissaid Aq A|dwis
aweyj ybyy Juejsul 0} PaBAUOD SI YOIyMm
oawey} 10id & S8pIA0Id SA|BA JOSIWIOU0D9 Y|

‘paljdde ueaq aney
Sjuajed PUOM YOIYM 10§ BAIBA JBSILLOU0DD
ul-}1inq e snid 02 [9POW JO sainjes)

8y} ||e sey 829|dpuey uoluedwo) S|y
(Buipuad jualed) Lzs 13A0N
303IdANYH NOINVAINOD

‘sjuswyoeye Aeay

Yiim uaaa dn Buny Jo pajsas aq 0} 808|dpuey '
8Y) SMo||e ‘paJinbal Jou UayMm 3oeq sp|oj
yoiym ‘6o buipuels peoueeq Ajjoepad v
‘SuoIIsod SNOLEBA Ul Payoo|

pUE pajejos 8q ueD 8d8IdpueY BY)} UO BAJBA
1013u00 8y} ‘suoneoldde piemyme uj asn Jo4

‘pajbuejun
ulewal o} asoy ayj smojje yaiym Buiidnoo
asoy Asejos e sepnjoul Juawdinba piepuelg
‘081 puey Jayjo ay) Buires|

‘puey auo Aq pajosye aq ued uonesado
819|dwo) "9A[BA |01JUOD BUlj PBJeO|
AjusiueAuos e seinjes) pue puey ayj ojul
Algeuojwoo sy avaidpuey uojuedwo?) ay|
‘sjuswyoeye uoluedwo) |8 SHNS YoIym
e29|dpuey 1snqos paubisap AjpAnoesie uy
(uBisaq pasajsibay) 025 13AON
F03IdANVH NOINVYdNOD

‘uoneindai sy} 8douBYUS pUE 0} ppe Ajuo
lI!m Juswdinba [eysnpui Jo abuel mau siy|

‘Aimuad e jo

Japenb B J8A0 J0j 801M8S pue jJuswdojersp
‘uBisap ‘Ajjenb ui siepes| pasiubooal
uaaq aAey 'pi7 ‘Aid siejeay uoluedwon

‘suoul Buliapjos

awe|} paso|ous A||ejo} Jo 1daouoo mau

ayl yum Jayjebo) ‘aAjeA J8SILIOU0D8 pue
909|dpuey oiseq a|6uis a|ijesIaA mau

8y} 10} apew usaq aAey suoneljsibai ubisap
pue suoljesijdde jusjed ‘a}i| peppe Jo}
speay Jauinq |8a)s ssajuie}s pue Buljood Jie
anbiun ainjes) yoiym sisuing uoiuedwo)
J0 abues mau ay} Jo Juswdo|saap ay)

Aq paljlieA 8q uBO $S80NS 118Y)} JO 8OUBPIAT

‘sjusuodwod Jo uoiealyldwis

pue uononpal e yum uonounfuoo

Ul Siy} 8ABIYOR 0} Sem puodas ay} ‘juswdinbe
aAnnadwod Bunsixa pauwiopad-1no yaiym
Juswdinbe 8onpo.d 0} sem wie jsily ay |

"SWIB UlBW OM] paysies

yaiym Juswdinbs jo abuel e Buidojeasp jo
%Se} 8y} usAlb sem uoisIAIp Juawdolaas( pue
yoseasay pasijeloads A|ybiy s,uoiuedwon

"oy 8sus)ul JO SYJUOW AUBW JO.}NSa1 3|qISIA

8y} st juswdinb3 [euisnpuj uoluedwo) jo
abues mau sy} Jo souruoped Buipue)sino
pue sainjes; [eolb6ojouyos) psoueApe ay|

SVO-d7 HLIM 3SN HO4d
ANININD3 TVIHLSNANI

uojuedwoyg

March 2026

12

TTTG News 187




‘SBJIXO SB ¥ X .G

10 ,2 X 4€ ©|Qe|/BAR SPUBIQ JO S8ZIS OM |
'Jop|oy puelIq 01959 Jeuing Ly6

‘agn} 398U 2GS ‘eosidpuey 0gg Buisudwo)
*0J@ Jeew ‘Jequi) ‘sexoq Bulpuelq Jo4
NOHI ONIGNVHE NOINVdWOD

‘Juswyoeje Jeuing

juted |y pue edaidpuey 0zg sesudwo)n
‘'SUOHBNYIS 1 IND1HIP

pue 8Aj)|Su8s 10} asn pa|jouod Bujqeud
peje|nbas eq 0} 8|qe si Alisusiu| Bwel) oy
‘Joosdpuim Aje1e|dwoo si yalym awel; 8susu|
‘peoiq B soAlb Jepeaids swe|) jey) 8y L

6vY HANHNEG LNIVd NOINYdINOD

‘Jopuljko
OJUO AJJ08IIP SMBIOS YOIUM ‘JUn JOJOBIep
B8] G09 PuE 'JepullAd 09BE B SUlBU0D
(pajesisn||jou) LM HOLOILIAA NV SS9

‘2566 ' LGB ‘066 — S18uINg agn) H08u aly)}
pue 0zgg Jequnu aoaidpuey Jepullko L96€
'8s0y 40 188} 9 '1010818p }ed| y0g SulejuoD
(PereAisn|i 10u) LI NOILYHIDIHATY vS9

"JusWIYOB}E J0J08)8p

3es| G// pue adaidpuey 0zs sesudwo)

‘adA) uabojey ay) jo seseb s|qewweyjul
-uou Buikojdwe syueld uonesabiyal |

Uo pPasn aq UBd pue agn) uoioelap 8|qIXal)

Olj|ejow B sey | ‘suone|(eisul uonelabiijel

U] $)e8| 8)BO0| PUE J08}8p 0} pasn
S110}08)8p e8| 8AIISUaS A|aWalixa siy | g%
‘Jualoye Alybiy

pue jeau ‘|lewsg ‘ubisap mau Aj@}e|dwon
HOL10313a MV3T NOINVdNOD 09

O|0owiw o

*@A[BA B.N|IB) 8SOY UI-}|INQ
Yim Joje|nBas ainssaid
ybly e pue ‘asoy jo 188} 2|
‘209 "ON uoul Buuep|os

MeuU ‘266 166 ‘056 ‘sieuing
agn) ¥08u 88y} SUIBlU0D
‘ase0 bujAieo [ejow-|(e u|
LI SH3gWNTd 1S9

‘J8uing Sy

ypm asn Joj j1q Jeddoo

‘ZO ¥4 € B U)IM Juswyoeye
JUBIUBAUOD '|[ewsS € Si SIyL
LSE 'ON LNJWHOV.LLY NOHI
ONIH3AT10S NOINVdNOD

‘Be| poddns

BIIXO UB Y)IM papiaoid si
YOIUM JUBLIYDIBJE UOII
Bupep|os |/, pue aosidpuey
uojuedwo) 0zg sesudwo)d
‘I Bunap|os ‘0 0Z €09

‘Jualyoe)e uoll

Buliep|os 0. pue adeidpuey
uojuedwo) 0zs sesudwo)
‘W Bupiep|os 'zo 01 209

'$8QN) 408U MBU UO pasn
8q 0} sieuing edA) pjo 8|qeus 0}
YOPSS ‘ON

HOldvay 38nL 03N

— )

'saqnj %o8u

8sey) Jo Aue 0} payoeNe aq UeD pi/ - LEL
sJeuing uoluedwo) ||y ‘suonesljdde
SNOLIBA }INS 0} Saqn) 308U Jo abues v

£6S ANV 2SS ‘LSS "SON S3ENnL MO3aN

S S TSd 0V 1V
YH/SZO 'sNOg | FO0LL | €00LL 3
eiL | — | L00LL | 100LL a
VEOLL | ¥EOLL H 20042 | 200LL )
EELEL | EELEL 12 LI0LL L1042 ]
260LL | 260LL 4 02LL | 0L0LL v
e | o 334 e | ow 334
1Hvd 1Hvd
O
NS
/_W/.wu
(]
Q TR — IF
ame@{p( I =0
W 94 3 a Sr— =

bLL INIWHOVLLY

‘@08|dpuey uoluedwo) ay)
0JUO A|}0811p SMBJOS JuaWyoe) e
uoJ! Buliep|os aje|dwod ey

0LL INIWHOVLLY

>

'|009 sulewal soaidpuey 8y} ‘aqn) |98}s
$S8|UlB}S 8} UIY}IM paulejuod S| jeay eyl
asneoag '8|qIssod uaaq Ajsnoiaaid sey uey)

Aouaiolye jewsay) Jejeasb Jey e sanb siy)
‘awe|} Joosd Wio)s pue pesojoud Ajaje|dwod
© 8injes) suos| Buuep|os uoiuedwo) meN

‘Bujpuad siuejed
‘SNOHI DNIH3AT0S NOINVdIWOD

March 2026

13

TTTG News 187




‘8¥¢9 L 'ON 3|ddIN "GE6 |opow se "0J9 SIoMeu JusWNSul ‘SojuUBYOSW

spoddns Jauing [apow Plo 3INS 0} - [ejuap ‘sig|[emal 10} Jouing juepoduwy
9|qe|leAe 0S|y ‘8sn [eiauab pue 3 QM Kian v “Aiessadeu s| sweyy o|pasu auyy Aion
sasodind Aiojeioqe| Joj 8|qe)ing P | B 9I9YM }Iom act.ou_om uois|oa.d 104
‘awejy A1eu0I00 peOoIq B SBAID e 4¥6 TIAOW ‘HINHNE F7033N
SEL13A0ON » 5
‘sonse|d yum som pue Buuieplos
1OS “uewApuey ay) Joj JauIng |[ewS y
0S6 13A0ON
‘oje Buidim pes) ‘sqol Buuap|os
T5d 82 YOS pue JaAjis 10} pasn 8q Uy
» bl Bl L (- 156 13A0W
oeLeL ¥S98L | 29981 | 0L981 >._m.ﬂ.:mzww<
T3 BTTE BT zu ng ‘Buljesuue pue Buipuaq aqgn) |lews ‘Buizeiq
} 's8| 1y ul

L 10} pas "sales siy) Ul Jauing |nemod Jsop
101155 38NINO3N_ LIE9L | L1891 | L1E9t F 256 1300N

3
u ‘8WB)y PAULUOD
= Ajannelal pue [npamod e Buuinbals sqol
paiejjeys 104 ‘Buneay |eodo| 10 |eap| ‘adeys
awey} [e21u0d e saAlb ubisep Jauing siy|
SHANYNE 38NL XO3IN NOINVANOD

March 2026

IS'd O
'S8LI8s ,,6,, BYl SB UMOUY aJe 8say | . 9l SE oL (4} HH/SZO
"6 - LE6 O} L - L€ WOl 0BURYD UBY T TIIEL,i0 Rer o NOLLIWNSNOO |
siequnu anbojejes ey ‘spoddns [apow pjo DL IWinG o A18nWassy
1INS 0} PaJapIO 8q UBD s18UING UOIUBdUIOD w.m%w ﬁm%chw h w d n_uo:.._m OEIvL | O€ZPL | OFEYL | OSYYL 10N
iom Buiiapjos auly pue Aiajjemaf ) . YELPL | YELVL | VELYL | YELPL 3
‘Sjuawnuisul 1oy Bunesy uoIsIaIY ‘awey} 7 1 ‘ €ELEL | €€LEL | €ELEL | €ELEL a
oL om Bujjeauue pue Buizeiq ‘Buniep|os
padeys a|paau & yiim mEE:a sse.uq aie A_.o |eouiosje ._wu vocm.w_ov wEmﬂ >:m:@ vmﬂ 1q e mm-w_:o CELVL | 2ecvl | zeev. | 2evbl o]
— 6EL ANV 8€L ‘€L STIAOW Q : ’ I¥Z 13A0N X WOLbL | bOZYL | LOEYL | LOVYL 2]
20MvL | 202v. | 20evl | 20vvL v
‘juewdinbe pjo i} 0} we L evL 123 .M.wﬂ
siauinqg uoluedwo) mau [je

SHBAU0D uonesado ajdwis v “aJ1] 81iulepul Joj BuIj00D
MOJ} Jie anbjun pue saqnj Jauing |98}s
SS8|Ule)s 8ARY ¥/ 0) OF/ Paiaquinu sisuing

‘Buijesuue pue Buizeiq ‘yiom
Bupiep|os Areay io4 awey Aysnqg peoiq v

evi13aon Juswdinba
fpiis® |opoW p|o NS 0} SPEaIY} UOKOBUUOD
oJBUIS}[E YIIM B|qR|IBAR BJR SIBUING ||V
TSdor ‘ainsseid A|ddns *|'S'd 02| O} 82 WOJy
% %1 € % HH/SZ0 uoyelado smojfe Ajijiqess ul-iing °1's'd oy 18
— - paljddns mmammcwao.a ylim eouewioped yeed
AT8W3SSY ‘Buipuaq edid Buipn|oul s1om Aresy 1o} 9|qelINS SI 10} paubisep eJe siauing uojuedwo) ||y
DRLBL[ [OGBEL | l0GReL | (OgOVL 08 pUE swey} Aysnq |npemod e saonpoid Jauing siyy "SI9USEM E3] O 8SN BY) SejeulWI|e S18UING
VEWZ | veivs | veivl | verve 3 £p2 130OW uojuedwo) uo [eas |eloW O} [ejewW 8AN08)g
| BELEL | BELEL | €ELEL | BELEL a - .
eeteL | zoses | zeses | zeons ° SSe|o sy ul
soz62 | vosez | toeL | toove 8 Buiyifue jo peayy
‘@SN JOOPINO 10} [eap| ‘awel} |louad 20L8L | 208€L | 206€L | 200vL v »
B Ylim Jauing jooid wiols Ajgje|dwod v 5L | seL | eeL | ow 138 S

0vZ T3A0N 1kivd —— ) =
‘suofjeoljdde |episnpul pue ‘Buipuaq

adid ‘sqo[ Buiiesy abie| Joj peubisep
1ndino jeay jeeab e yim sweyy |npamod v E o -—&.

PLTIGON siauing jelrysnpui
el Jo adues mau
Aj@19|dwon y

14

TTTG News 187




‘s19puljko abie| wouy siapullho
uojuedwo) Buiy 10) paubisaqg
S8y WHY DNITTIL AIDiY

'SSeIq pays!|od
‘J8|IN0 woyj asoy
uoluedwo) pue
‘anjeA 0} suni adid
Jaddoo ,, v
‘suolje||ejsul

Paxiy Joj pasn

0L} AATVA HON3E

‘a|qejieAe syibus| ||y "pjo pue mau ‘Juawdinba
uoluedwo) |fe sii4 ‘Butusyby puey %21nb

PUE JUBIUBAUOYD) ‘SUOIJOBUUO0D SSajiBuueds meN
‘J9ino seb o) spoddns Jauing Buiosuuod

J0j sBulidnod yum a18jdwog “1aqqni d118YjuAs
JuejSISal-p|od pue suedoid Jo asoy papleiq
ajgnop ainssaid YBIH °1'S"d 00F O} paisal Ajing

dSOH

10 @ C) SO =y

£5068 £5068 a

$S068 25068 o]

95068 15068 a

¥¥02S 15068 \4
aN3 LXPL QaN3 "H1 ds8 8/¢ ‘434
1Hvd

ay) wouy
Joddns pue
Jauing ayj yoejep
Aidwis ‘Ajojesedes
Jauing sy} asn o)
‘oje|nbal 0} Asea
SI pue puim sy}
wouy pajosjoud si
Jauing ayy ‘0}8
punodwod
9|qeo ‘peg|
‘un Bunjew
10} pasn aq
ueo Jlun siy|
4S9 FOVNHNA
s.HIgnnd

18I0 'H1dS9 8¢ 18lU] 1'O'd 58261 ON
18IN0 'H1dS8 8 18Ul 'H1dSd 8 28261 ON
‘ain|iey asoy

J0 Juans ay) ui Alddns seb Jjo 1no Ajjeonewoiny
SAATVA 3HNTIVA 3SOH

1BIN0 'H1dS8 ¢ 1BV T0'd Sv09L 'ON
19N0 'H™1 4S8 % 18IUl 'H1dSH 8% 2ZP09L "ON
‘uoyng asea|al pue

) 950y ul-11inq Yim
1"10'd 7961 "ON
‘uojing asea|al pue

QAJBA BIN|IB) BSOY UI-1[ING UNM

1BIINO "H1dSH % 18IVl 'H1dSH 8% 2v961 ‘ON

T

aAlBA BJ
1BIN0 'H1 4S8 %

o

‘I'S'd 'Sql 95-82 usamiaqg ainsseid seb sojenbay
"SOA|BA 21N|IB} 9SOY JNOUIIM JO U)IM B|qR[IBAY

SHOLVINODIY JHNSSIHd HOIH

“Uour aenbs Jod SPUNC - FHNSSTHA DNLIVE3IO

‘SuOle||BISUl paxI} 10§
Jejowelp , % Jo buign}
Ja9ddoo o0} Buijdnoo 10}

Inu pue 9|ddiu e yim

Pany 8q ueo |apow siyL

‘sasodind Aiojeioqe| 4oy

paubisap Ajje1oads p.e

*asoy uoluedwo) 1o adid

18ddo2 *Q’'0 « % O} PeNY 8q os[e ued
‘Aiesseoau s| sieuinq

28U} JO |0JJUOD [ENPIAIPUI BIBUM PuE
sesodind Bununow paxiy 10} [eap| 928

‘paresy Bulaq |9ssaA ay) Japun Buiyoeal
NoYIIM pajesado aq UeD 9A[BA |[0JUOD
ay] ‘1912welp sbie| Jo sjossan Buljeay

10} [e@p| "J19UINg BY} WOJ} SOUB]SIP SWIOS je
Palenyis 8A[BA [0JJUOD € SaINjedd LLE

‘g|Bue Aue je }as aq 0}
18uing ayj SMoj|e Yyoiym juiof
Ileq e snid y/g 10} SY S.€

‘slauing seuss ,,6,, NS 0} wal
a|qe|ieAe os|e aie spoddns Jauing 8say)

S1HOddNS HaANEUNG

~_{

our arents 3od SPUNOd - 3HNSS3td ONUYHIJO

%y
ogzeL 10N
H3INHNG
VELPL B)
£ELEL 4
8v29L 3
20261 a
102€L )
ovzeL a
y026L v
LIV ZEL 434
1Hvd

aqn) sse|b Buipuaq 10y

9|qe)ins — Y3dVHS NV LV1d 012EL
'0)0 s|asseA Aiojeioqe| Buneay Joy Jadeys
SWeyy Je|ndIID 02ZEL HAMVHS JANWVTL

ozgeel (1] %47

%

‘Juswyoeye Jauing Alojeloqe] gL
pue uoddns Jauing /¢ sesudwo) "9As3|s
Je|nuue ue Aq paisnipe si ayejui sre Arewud
pue Ajddns seb ay o |01u09 as10a1d sanIb

aAleA 8Y] ‘I'S’d OF Je auedoid yjim asn 1o}
Jauing ussung paubisap Ajje1oads e si Siy|
279 HINHNG AHOLYHO8Y]

'sleuinq saues , .6,
|epow p|o 10} paubisep os|y
JENLJAN LHDIVHLS
'siauing sauss
6., [9pOW p|O &xE} O

295 'ON
J9NL MO3N LN38

‘uswApuey
pue suoneoldde jybi|

10} 8|qeyns si adaldpuey
SIY} ‘9|qeHojwoo pue Aping
Obv "ON 303IdANVH
NOINVdNOD

SLHVHO NOILdWNSNOD SYD

NOILJWNSNOD SYO

oy Jed seun) —

Inoy Jed $a0UND — NOLLINSNOD SVD

March 2026

15

TTTG News 187




69 ‘Iudvy "L "aNI ‘Bl[BAISNY ‘82 | € BLIOJOIA
‘lliIH xog 'LGg Xog "'0O'd

“p17 “Aid s1e1ea uoluedwon
‘uoisinlQ Bunexiep ayl wouy
paulejqo aq Aew ‘uoljew.sojul
48yjo pue uonnqgiisip

JO suonIpuo9 |esauab
‘uswdinba Jo Ayjiqe|ieay

uojuedwos)

BN H1dSE % °leBINdSE %4  6£19)
OB L Xyl  SlBNdSE %4  SLI9L
olewaidsg % 9N dSE % viIgL
B ino | ‘ON

SAATVA TOHLNOD NOINVdWOD

‘ebewep jnoyim
10vL 1 "ON sdijo 8soy dwuo Ajueioye o1 oSk

SdWVTO dif1O 3SOH
Sl H1

“JapuljAo 'dwo) suo Jsg 8% — o[eway
woJ4 unJ 0) sesoy omj se|qeusy H1dSH % L109SS

3031d ‘L
*Buidid o} sieuing 9e L X 02

sales 6, bulosuuo)  —ole dSH % 6L9SS
‘Buidid 0} eleW H1dSE %

sosoy Jo sdwe| Buoeuuoy  — 9By dSH % 699SS
‘sleuing Jo (oue)
$01185 056 JO 9sn o|qeus 0} BB L X ¥l

sa00|dpuBy [BpOW PO S)iJ  —o[BWad | X0Z 0S9SS
*(Japow p|o) 8AjeA "u0D8 aleN L X pI

0} seqny yoeu Bunosuuoy  —oley dSH 9  6£9SS
"S@A|BA [04)U0D SeN LX L

0} sesoy ‘dwo) Buposuuoy — ejewed dSd 8 91955
8[B H1

‘@soy 'dwo)  dSg % — 9Bl
Jo syjBus| omy Buposuuod LX YL OMBN  LL9SS

ole

‘0}@ Buidid 0} sisuing 1 X 21 oaW
seyes [, Bunosuuoo 104  — BB dSE % 00955

9B | X 02

'$8qN) %08U Mau 0} s1euinq OB — 4

[epow pjo Bunosuu0d J04 L XZLOMeN pObSS

*(18A0 pue
‘ql 0}) siepuljAo abuiej wosy uns  ybBrens sl H
O} juswdinbe 'dwog se|qeu3  ds8 % — T0'd ¥
‘(18A0 pue 'q| O) 8|Buy
slepullAo abie| woly uni Wby ele H1
o}juswdinbe 'dwog se|qeus  dsg % — 1'0'd Lot

asoding peaiy] ‘oN ued
SONILLIJ ANV SHOLdYAY

Ayoedes ‘q| sy G961
Ajoedes ‘q| vz L96¥
Aioedeo “q| ;| 296%
8|puey BulAed yum
8]e|dwoo sawWoo Jepuljko yoe3
‘suoneo|dde

|euisnpul AAeay ui esn

104 ‘pajly siejj0o uonosjoid
yiim paljddns aq ueo

096€ 4opuljAo Jo uondsoxe ay)
yim ‘siapuljho uoluedwo ||y
HVTT0D NOILO3LOHd

‘Awoedeo “q| vz —
2L96E HIANITAD
SV NOINVAINOD

‘SUOIEO}108dS SB8SIOAO U BI[eASNY JO
UONEIO0SSY PJBPURIS 8y} JO sjuawalinbal
1s8yb1y auy yum A|dwoo o) paisa)

AlIn} pue epew 8Je siapul|Ao uoluedwon

11V ‘@1e|d |ea1s umelp abneb Aneay |eloads
WwoJj painjoejnuew aJe siepullAd uoiuedwo)

‘Awoedeo ‘q| gy —
S96€ H3AANITAD
SV5 NOINVANOD

‘Aoedeo ‘q) 85| —
296€ HIANITAD
SV NOINVdINOD

‘Roedeo “qf % —
096€ HAANITAD
SV NOINVAWO0D

+*

SHIANITAD SYD NOINVdINOD

If you have some rare instruction sheets, or ‘novel’ tools

why not tell us about them?

Send details to secretary@tttg.org.au
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More Sidchrome Gold

by The Editor

Sidchrome ‘gold’ tools are not just relics of the past; they are even made to order.

Our favourite on-line seller, eBay, had a new Sidchrome 36 / 41 x 450mm ratchet podger bar
on sale for just AU$499.00 plus postage. It was listed as “Special Order” citing model number
SCMTRH3641.

The Sidchrome Australia on-line catalogue lists this tool as being available in 10 sizes. The
36 x 41 mm size being the largest. And yes, that is a ‘large’ tool to be sure. Maybe the

smaller 10 x 12 mm ratchet podger would be a better fit for your toolbox and pocket.

So don’t wait for this one to become a collectable. Jump in now before the price goes up.

Heck, why not buy all 10 sizes? They come in any colour you want, as long as it is black.
Remember, as always, it pays to shop around for a better price.

Blackwoods sell the 36 x 41 mm for just AU$208.96 including GST.

O

I will let that one sink in. Happy tool hunting.
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JDs — For A Moment, I thought it was a

Sargent
by John Daniel

| have always been intrigued by ‘user-made tools,’ foreign orders and the like, made during
lunch breaks running into work hours in places of employment; not overlooking the tools
made during the depression years when times were hard and money was scarce.

Over the years many examples of these non-factory-made tools have passed through my
hands; for this article, I'll focus on combination planes that were likely made in the 1950’s,
coinciding with the influx of skilled European migrants who arrived to fill the shortages of
skilled and semi-skilled workers in housing, manufacturing, and general infrastructure where
there was a sense of prosperity in the post second world war period.

Photo 1.
depth adjustment assembly to the body of the plane.

1

Photo #1

il 3 | y

$ A TR
Photo 2, Disassembled layout of the plane, The six blades indicate that the plane was
intended for much use.

Such planes illustrated in TTTG’s Newsletter No.68 and No.72

In TTTG’s Newsletter No 68, 2002, titled, “Most definitely Australian made,” | stated, “We
see many examples of user-made tools with a close resemblance to some commercially
manufactured examples. Occasionally we come across something a little unique, perhaps
not unique in its purpose but certainly in its design and construction...In the example |
observed that, “This plane, no doubt, was the brain-child of a person with an appreciation of
good design an understanding of metal fabrication. The overall design is simple and basic,
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with function and assembly the main concern. There are no unnecessary embellishments,
rather the line and balance of the tool is enough to gain user acceptance; in other words, the
tool looks the part and conveys that it can do the job.”

In Newsletter 72, August 2003, “A Tradesman'’s integrity,” | stated, “The maker of this
plane may not have had an eye for design; however, he understood function and had a
Fitter’s approach to achieving his goal. It may not win a design award; it is a work of art and
is the result of innovative thinking.”

Only recently a friend handed me a nicely crafted box with the remark,” | would like to pass
this plane on to someone who would appreciate it...I feel that you would know that
someone.” Fortunately, | did know someone, however, before ‘passing it on,’ | feel it is
worthy of a mention, adding it to my thoughts expressed in the two previous articles, using it
as the third in this co-incidental ‘trilogy’ of these survivors.

The first thought that came to mind on opening the box was that it was a gunmetal Sargent;
maybe it was the hand-grip on the fence that distracted me; once taken out of the box, it was
obvious that it was a one-off non-factory-made plane.
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Once out of the box, surprisingly, the plane was quite heavy, though little wonder as the body
was hand-made from solid half-inch thick plate brass fitted with a thick steel skate (materials
possibly sourced from the factory scrap bin) and wood-faced solid brass fences sliding on
heavy steel rods...this plough plane was made to last!

Fortunately, this generous request of ‘finding someone that would appreciate it’ has now
been fulfilled and is in the care of a fellow conservator who, coincidentally, is the care-taker
of the other two planes; now the proud owner of these three planes; a trilogy with a happy
ending. JD
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G15 FERRO PAK RUST PREVENTATIVE

G15 is a contact corrosion inhibitor for the protection of ferrous
and non-ferrous metals.

G15 - provides long-term corrosion resistance

o Is thermally stable from -40°C to 260°C without cracking, chipping, peeling, or sagging.

« Is thixotropic and therefore will not sag, run-off and is ideal for clean trouble-free application.
G15 holds on sharp edges.

« Isresistant to sunlight. It has been tested for exterior exposure under adverse conditions and
has passed such long-term tests without failure.

o Does not stain metal surfaces. When used over steel, copper, aluminium, and their alloys; the
coating does not stain under normal conditions of exposure.

« Has good water displacing properties.

o Can be used as a general-purpose lubricant.

--.u-

RREVE!
PREVENT PREVET\ ENTATIVER

: i 4" Sot Fim- L°1 Soft Fim > Fn-Long em f
RU RUtRT RU Ustj

TTTG’s PRICE — JUST $24 PER CAN

BUY IN BULK AND SAVE
12 CANS FOR $250

ON SALE AT ALL MEETINGS AND TOOL SALES
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Notes on Restoring a Plane
by Vic Williams (TTTG and HTPSWA)

Among tools auctioned by the Hand Tool Preservation Society of Western Australia from the
estate of former HTPSWA Chairman, and founding member, the late Bob Shoosmith, was a
derelict rusty Spiers infill plane.

It would have attracted a lot of interest except for some major damage to its rear, where a
long past former owner had cut away a section of wood in a most unprofessional and
unattractive manner.

Figure 1. Plane as found - plenty of Figure 2. Major damage at ear of lane.
surface rust - minor minor damage

| could, and perhaps should have avoided it, but | am a sucker for a challenge, so | bid for it
with little opposition and won. It was not at all clear to me how to deal with the plane. This is
indeed a challenging restoration job.

1.1 To Restore or Not?

| do not want to imply that restoration is always the best thing to do. Hand tool enthusiasts
hold a wide range of views; from people who happily repaint black japanning, or polish with
Brasso, to people who oppose ANY changes being made. Then there are pure collectors,
and people who decry perfectly good tools being put on a shelf and not used as originally
intended. We as members need to respect such views, some of which can be held with a
great deal of passion.

If you are thinking about restoring a tool, you would do well to be aware that there will not be
universal agreement that it is the correct thing to do. The decision to restore is not one to
take lightly.

| far prefer not to restore or repair tools, but | see little choice in this case. The plane will likely
end up in a skip if no-one recovers it, so | am not compromising a valuable bit of heritage.

1.2 Exploratory Surgery

At this stage, the main task was to explore the situation as fully as necessary to reach an
informed decision on the best way forward.

Before we go further, a note about how these planes were originally built is appropriate.
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If you have ever considered making your own infill smoothing plane you will have come up
against the difficulty of shaping and fitting the rear infill. It is an odd-shaped part with very few
reference surfaces to measure from.

The commercial makers, Spiers, Mathieson, Preston and probably Norris all made this job
easier by building the rear infill of their smoothing planes in two pieces (see Fig 3):

¢ Alower section with its top surface flush with the tops of the metal sides of the plane,
and

e Atop section glued to it that extends over the metal sides to be flush with the outer
plane surfaces. If you look closely at any of these planes you will see the join by
sighting down the blade bed, or at the rear, where you might see an abrupt change in
grain pattern instead.

Figure 3: The rear infill made of two pieces of rosewood glued together

Close inspection revealed the top part of the infill to be slightly misaligned, in a way that
would have prevented the plane working properly. With this being the case, it was necessary
to separate the two parts of the rear infill. This was
achieved by tapping a carefully placed chisel, to reveal
the original joint surface with its toothing marks and
animal glue bond.

| learned something new about the original construction
after doing this. The top infill has thin rosewood fillets
glued to its sides. This is how the outer wood surfaces
were made flush with the metal sides of the plane. The
fillets are cut from the same bit of rosewood as the
central bit. They are fitted so neatly that the joins are not
detectable on the dressed outer faces.

Figure 4: Showing side fillets glued to main part of rear infill

Having explored the situation in sufficient depth it was time to set the job aside and carefully
think about the next step.

2.1 Cleaning the Metal Sides

With the plane disassembled as far as it is going to be (see Part 1), this is the best time to
tackle the metal parts of the plane.
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The orange live rust was wire-brushed away to reveal shallow rust pits surrounded by
unattractive dark blotches amid patches of clean metal.

This is not great news because anything done to remedy the situation will irreversibly alter
the surface.

Avoid this step if you can, but | draw-filed the sides until most rust pits disappeared, then
used abrasive cloth down to 400 grit, to reduce the inevitable scratch marks. | used various
holding methods to keep the scratches parallel to the sole and cleaned the file frequently
with a file card to reduce the risk of pinned bits of steel cutting deep scratches. The steel
ends up brighter than | am happy with and has coarser tooling marks than were originally
present, but my experience is that these settle down over time.

| treated the sole similarly but left more rust pits than on the sides for fear of widening the
mouth by taking too much metal off the sole.

This might be controversial, but | find draw-filing to be the most accurate (low capital) way to
flatten a plane’s sole to the standard needed for high performance planes. Sanding as
suggested by the books may be simpler but is prone to rounding the sole in my experience.
Although draw-filing leaves deep scratches on the sole, careful finer abrasion can make
smooth flat areas between the scratches, achieving a suitably flat and smooth surface
overall.

2.2 Cleaning the Blade Assembly

The parallel blade (or iron) is made by fellow Scottish maker,
Mathieson, and has an early serrated-border brand mark
consistent with the early age of the plane itself. Itis a
composite of soft iron forge-welded to a tool-steel cutting
edge. The soft iron part of the blade has a rough stippled
surface with areas of dark oxide scale.

These must be original features acquired from the
blacksmith’s forge. In view of this | did little more than to wire
brush the orange rust away. | doubt these early blades were
ever bright metal, except at the cutting edge.

e

Figure 5: Cleaned gunmetal lever and blade
2.3 Cleaning the Gunmetal Lever

My observations of well-preserved gunmetal screw-levers suggest their front faces were
originally dressed sufficient to remove all tooling marks, before being coated by French-
polish. Often the metal and polish have mellowed to give an attractive warm gold colour. This
cannot be replicated successfully as you cannot abrade away all the little dents and
scratches with their oxidised bottoms that the tool has acquired over its life. Polishing them
as is would look like an amateur job.

The screw-lever had a few speckles of original polish surrounded by unattractive oxide
patches in some parts and abraded scratched metal in other parts. | went for the minimum
cleaning needed to make a more even surface. | used a worn bit of Scotch Pad with a salt
and vinegar mixture which works well on brass and gunmetal and does not leave an unduly
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bright polished surface. One note of caution; salt and vinegar will be highly corrosive on the
adjacent steel parts, so neutralise it with baking soda and wash & dry the area thoroughly. A
final burnish with 0000 grade steel wool softened the finish.

3.1 Repairing the Rear infill

The top part of the rear infill was the most difficult part of the job, as it had a missing chunk
sawn off by a previous owner. | cleaned the sawn rear face and planed it flat. Then | replaced
the missing chunk of wood in four steps. First was a rosewood core fixed to the original piece
with a sliding dovetail joint (see Fig 6). It extends to the back of the plane but does not
extend to the top or sides. | then carefully fitted chamfered fillets to the top and sides of that
core (Fig 7). The chamfered joins are much tighter than the end-to-end-grain joint in the core
piece.

-

Figure 6: Sliding Dovetail Core attached Figure 7: Chamfered fillets
to Rosewood core.

As the top and bottom halves of the infill were originally held together with animal glue, |
used similar glue to reattach them.

This unhandled plane model presents a simple shaping job. There are enough photographs
of similar planes on dealer websites to give a clear picture of the correct shape to copy. The
vertical rear face of the plane is simply curved to the same profile as the curved heel of the
steel sole. The radiused top edges are then continued around the back of the plane. These
were achieved by sawing, rasping, and sanding to shape.

3.2 You Cannot Get Rosewood Any More

Prior to the Second World War the commercial plane makers, Spiers, Mathieson, Preston,
and Norris, mostly used Brazilian Rosewood for their planes, as did most tool manufacturers
in general.

Since then, Brazilian Rosewood has become an endangered species and was protected by
the UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in 1992. Most
countries prohibit export or import of rosewood blanks and manufactured items because of
this protected status.
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| used Indian Rosewood for this repair, having bought a few pieces from a Sydney specialty
wood supplier many years ago. | do not have enough left to do many more repairs like this.

Indian Rosewood and all other rosewood species were afforded CITES protection in 2017.
You will not be able to get rosewood for repairs like this in future.

4.1 Finishing.

| avoid refinishing if possible.

My preferred approach is to clean wood parts with one of the many cleaning mixtures
available. | have used this one for many years: 3parts turpentine, 3-parts raw linseed oil, 3-
parts vinegar, and 1-part methylated spirits. | got this recipe from an article in HTPAA's
Toolchest journal. There are similar recipes published in various furniture restoration books.
Rub this mixture on and off with rags. Then remove stubborn spots of house paint etc. with
fingernails and harder implements as needed.

Even if the resulting surface does not look to have any preserved

French-polish, it is worth trying this next step. It is an old Frenchpolishers’ method for
rejuvenating polished surfaces. It was first described to me by Ray Bellinger who used to
give French-polishing talks at the Perth Wood Shows.

Thoroughly mix 2-parts raw linseed oil with 1-part methylated spirits. You only need a few
drops of this mixture for a typical hand tool but be absolutely certain to have more oil than
methylated spirits. Sparingly rub this on the wood with your fingers until the surface feels
very slightly tacky. Then rub off with a clean cloth. This can brighten polish you did not think
was there. Any polish you could see beforehand, will look brilliant after this treatment. The
method does not add any new polish and does no harm to the patina of scratches and dents
on old tools. | have found this to work wonders on japanned metal surfaces also.

For the present project, the repairs necessarily left bare wood, so the above methods are not
applicable.

Up until about the 1930’s commercially made infill planes were French-polished. Later Norris
planes are finished with some sort of varnish, similar to our modern polyurethane finishes.

The trouble with refinishing is that unless you sand so deep that you risk compromising the
shape of the work piece, you still have dents, scratches etc that form part of the aged patina.
Shellac or varnish sink into these depressions. Each little indentation ends up with shiny
edges that are the hallmarks of an amateur refinishing job.

| solve this by filling the dents with hard stopping-wax before applying the first coats of
shellac. This is a conventional French polishing technique. Once the French-polish is fully
cured, you can either leave the filled dents or pick the wax out of them with a none-too-sharp
awl. This leaves the dents and scratches unpolished, more in keeping with their original
state.

With only a few bits of rosewood to choose from, | could not get a really good colour match
between new and old wood. Application of wood stain prior to polishing partly corrected this,
and addition of spirit-based stain during the skinning stage of the French-polishing process
further reduced the visual impact of the new pieces.
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The repaired surfaces look too new for my liking and lack any patina. This was always going
to be the case; however, | prefer to leave them like this rather than attempt to forge an
artificial patina.

4.2 The End of the Journey

After tuning up the blade assembly, properly mating the cap iron to the blade, and bedding it
solidly on the blade bed, the plane now works superbly.
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Figure 8. The Completed Plane Cutting Fine Shavings

This project has transformed the plane from an ugly duckling that attracted little interest, and
did not work properly, to a presentable, fully operational item. The repair joints are very tight
but are still visible to anyone who looks closely, and the market devalues repaired items.
Nonetheless this work must have added value to the plane somehow. | am under no illusions
that the days | spent on it can ever be reflected in the value of the plane, but that was never
my purpose.

This has been about skill, historical knowledge, learning, and their preservation, values that
go way beyond the object itself.

Or | could have avoided buying the plane in the first place.
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TTTG PRODUCTS

Available at all TTTG Meetings,
Workshops & Events

TTTG Leather Chisel Rolls (last ones) ...
$25 each
TTTG Sharp Oil (back in stock) ...
$6 per bottle or 2 bottles for $10

TTTG SHARP OIL

Best on Qil Stones & Diamond Plates — Contains 240ml
NOT TO BE TAKEN — KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN

SHAKE WELL BEFORE USE!

BONUS BUY - 2 BOTTLES FOR $10

TTTG Citric Acid ... terrific value ...
$5 per 250 gm jar

G-15 ‘Ferro Pak’ Rust Prevention ...

$24 percan ... or
6 cans for $125
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Kav Tools is a trusted retailer and wholesaler for high-quality
Model Engineering, Lathe, Jewellery Making and Wood Working Tools.

Kav T al Tools

A
Precision Measuring Tools Wood Working Tools Hobby Tools
sales@kavtak.com.au
www.KavTak.com.au

7% www.kavtak.com.au

or

5> www.kavtaktools.com.au

Your satisfaction means everything to us, so if item isn’t quite the right fit,
you’re welcome to return it within 30 days for a full refund. No hassles, no
stress, just honest care for our customers. We bring you the Best Quality and
Fast Delivery at Decent Price. In-store pick up is also available.

%}We kindly ask you to refer us to your friends, groups, and communities.
Every recommendation helps us reach more hearts.
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TTTG Fees and Contacts 2025/26

TTTG Membership & Entry Fees:
Membership (1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026) $50.00

‘Real Skills’ Workshops $70.00
Members Meetings entry $5.00
Members & Friends Tool Sales entry $5.00

TTTG Sydney Tool Sale (21 February 2027) $10.00

TTTG NEWS Magazine & Tool Sales:
NEWS Magazine Editorial, Articles & Advertising:
John Bates secretary@tttg.org.au

All Tools Sales Information and Table Bookings
John Bates secretary@tttg.org.au

TTTG Memberships & Secretary:
John Bates secretary@tttg.org.au

TTTG Members Meeting & AUCTIONS

Old Eastwood Town Hall, 74 Agincourt Road, Marsfield, NSW

Members Meetings (open to all) are held on the second Tuesday in:
February, April, June, August, October, and December

TTTG Auctions surplus tools — bargains galore!
Braces, hammers, saws, spanners, pliers, auger bits, and more.

WHY DO WE HAVE TOOL AUCTIONS? WELL, WE HAVE TO PAY
THE BILLS SOMEHOW! SO PLEASE BID GENEROUSLY

For event details and news items see the NEW TTTG website
www.tttg.org.au
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